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INTRODUCTION. 



This tract is addressed to the working men of London, by 
the desire of George Blackburn. It was his last request 
that they should be made acquainted with his dying senti- 
ments. To many of them he was sincerely attached ; and 
having laboured long and earnestly to convince them that 
the soul would die with the body, and that there was 
nothing to be dreaded, or hoped for, beyond the grare, he 
naturally wished that they should know whether his con- 
victions remained unaltered in his dying hours. 

Many working men will remember how earnestly he 
lectured and argued at Meetings, and how great were his 
triumph and delight when any of his companions were 
persuaded to renounce religion. It seemed as if the great 
object of his life was to form societies of secularists among 
working men. Having been brought up among Christians, 
and himself once a preacher of religion, his opposition to 
the Gospel was regarded as a triumphant evidence in 
favour >of unbelief ; and being very acute, and thoroughly 
acquainted with the objections against the Bible, he was 
long a popular and successful advocate in the cause of 
secularism. That desire to persuade others to embrace his 
principles which he displayed in life, was felt by him far 
more deeply in his dying hours. He often sent for his 
companions, to tell them his last convictions ; and, although 
gasping for breath, he strove with tears and entreaties to 
persuade them to attend to his dying testimony and advice. 

Not once, but many times, did he beg that his last words 
of affectionate warning might be told to them. "Oh tell 
them," said he, " the state in which you see me, — ^tell them 
bow I die." 
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The only object he could have had in desiring to reyeal 
to them the condition of his soul, and the conrictions with 
which he was entering eternity, was to declare what he felt 
to be the truth. He had nothing to gain, — the world was 
passing away, and with it every earthly object of desire. 
To him there was but this one question of importance, " Is 
there another life? — ^is there a spiritual existence in the 
presence of the supreme Being? or, is the soul in a moment 
to perish for erer? It is to this, the most important of all 
considerations, that he would invite the attention of those 
who were once his friends and companions. They readily 
listened to him when he laboured to prove that they were 
the same as the beasts of the field, and he anxiously hoped 
that they would listen to him, while from the brink of the 
grave, he told the sentiments in which he died. 

There never was a more determined unbeliever than 
George Blackburn. — ^For many years he opposed the Chris- 
tian religion, — persuaded that it was not only untrue, but 
injurious to mankind ; and that the annihilation of the soul 
was so certain, that there could be nothing to dread beyond 
the grave. Death, by an incurable disease, stood before 
him for many months. In pulmonary consumption the 
powers of tbe mind are seldom impaired ; and often, as in 
his case, appear greater than in health. Neither his pre- 
judices nor his pride, his interest nor his associations, could 
then pervert or mislead his reason in considering the nature 
of his own soul, and in comparing religion with unbelief. 
The result of his long and serious examination must be of 
deep interest to those working men who have been led to 
doubt the truth of the Gospel, for it certainly affords them 
the means of judging how far unbelief, in a dear and reason- 
ing mind, can endure serious consideration in a dying hour. 

In the case of George Blackburn, they have the two great 
advantages of his being well known to them as a friend and 
oompanion, and of there being no doubt respecting the 
truth of the account of his dying oonviotions. His. condition 
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and sentiments were known to manj; seyeral of his un- 
believing companions, at bis earnest desire, visited bim — 
and witnessed the extreme anxiety wbiob be felt to commu- 
nicate to tbem the state of his mind. The account of his 
death is written by his widow, and is given in her own 
simple language: I have added the substance of many 
conversations which I bad with him, on the evidences and 
principles of the Christian religion. 

Long and familiar intercourse with working men has 
convinced me, that in general, they possess a strong under- 
standing, with much common sense and honesty of purpose. 
I know, and lament, that the arrangements and services of 
Christian Churches sometimes afford them reason for dis- 
content. They consider themselves neglected or excluded, 
and that the rich alone are considered and provided for. It 
seems to them sufficient that wealth should have its distinc- 
tions and advantages in the things of tills world; they know 
their own value in the community, and animated with a 
strong sense of independence, and that natural feeling that 
all men are equal in the sight of Him who is no respecter 
of persons, they turn away from everything in religion which 
has the appearance of a preference for the rich — ^in affording 
them peculiar privileges or accommodation. The clergy are 
regarded as disconnected from them in rank and association ; 
and even the services of the Church too often appear 
designed only for the highly educated. These things some- 
times create aversion in the minds of working men against 
public worship, and alienate them from religion. But I 
would submit to every sensible working man, whether it is 
reasonable to reject or neglect the Christian religion on such 
grounds. Let it be considered, in the first place, that no 
one can attribute any want of regard for the poor or the 
working man to Jesus of Nazareth, the carpenter who had 
no place wherein to lay his head, and whose whole heart 
and teaching are full of sympathy for the poor, the oppressed, 
and the afflicted. Let it be remembered also, that the 
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influence of the Gospel is the grand restraint upon that 
selfishness and pride which lead the rich and powerful to 
lay heavy burthens upon the labouring classes; that those 
who have in all ages laboured most to mitigate the evils, 
and improve the condition of the children of toil, have done 
so in obedience to the voice of the Gospel ; and that even 
now, in this our day, the pure example and loving spirit of 
Jesus, is the power in men's hearts which strives to raise 
the fallen, to lighten the burthens of labour, and to remove 
any defects or human abuses, which prevent religion and 
its ministrations from being what they were designed to be, 
— ^the especial comfort and property of the poor. 

I am not ignorant that some who may have been led to 
disbelieve the Bible are sincere, as well as benevolent and 
honest; — such men I would earnestly invite to judge the 
Gospel on its own merits, and to consider whether the 
evidences for its truth are not sufficient to outweigh all 
objections, and to convey the strongest assurance and con- 
viction that it is the revelation of God to man. 

The following pages are written for men of common sense, 
— I trust, in the spirit and language of brotherly affection, — 
on a subject of vital importance to us all. The learned have 
many suitable treatises: should this little book gain the 
attention of working men — ^with whom, for above twenty 
years, I have been united in sympathy, and as a fellow- 
worker against the great source of degradation and miseiy 
to thousands of the labouring classes; and should it be the 
means of leading some of my fellow men to what I know 
of a surety is the one great blessing for mankind, I shall 
feel that my labour has attained its best reward; and shall 
rejoice in believing that I have helped other hearts to find 
that precious faith, which explains the mystery of our being, 
— and that blessed hope, which brightens and purifies life 
with the prospect of endless peace and joy. 
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Geobge Blaokbubn was bom in the year 1819, 
of respectable parents in the village of Worth, in 
Yorkshire. He received a good education, and was 
apprenticed to the leather dressing trade ; serving 
his time in his native village. In the year 1843, 
he came to London and attached himself to the 
Wesleyans, and soon became a popular local 
preacher in connection with the congregation at 
St. George's Chapel, Bermondsey Boad. Here he 
continued for some years, until he became asso- 
ciated with a number of young men, with whom 
he engaged in political discussions. As most of 
them made a mock of religion, he soon became 
ashamed of his Christian principles, being led 
away by the desire of being their head and teacher. 
He used to attend every evening the meeting of 
unbelievers, called Secularists, in the Borough; 
and his great pride was in silencing an opponent, 
and being applauded by his companions. He de- 
clared that he had exaiiiined the Bible, apd found 
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it to be a deception, and he took every opportunity 
of trying to persuade others to disbelieve it : noth- 
ing gave him so much pleasure as overcoming 
in argument any of his Christian friends who 
reasoned with him. 

In the year 1856, he married a young woman 
of Christian principles, and proved to be a kind 
indulgent husband and father, always truthful and 
sincere. He was extremely sober and abstemious, 
often living for considerable periods solely on 
vegetable food. The only cause of unhappiness to 
his wife was his habit of ridiculing religion, and 
his not allowing her to have her children baptized. 

For several years he pursued this course of life, 
spending all his spare time in lecturing and preach- 
ing against the Christian religion, making many 
young men converts to his principles, untU 
November, 1859, when he was attacked with 
asthma, suffering much from diflftculty of' breathing. 
In April he became very ill, and was confined to 
his bed. Throughout his illness he seemed very 
low and dejected, showing great imeasiness of 
mind. He confessed that he had long been very 
unhappy, and wished that he were anything 
rather than what he was. "My sins," said he, 
"are ever before my eyes, and reflection brings 
nothing but misery." I asked him to have a 
Christian minister to see him, but he said, " Shall 
I invite those whom I have so oftened scorned and 
insulted ? " I answered, " They will come all the 
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more willingly, and be pleased." He said, " No, I 
cannot" On the 5th. of April, he was in a most 
distressing condition, talking about religion, which 
he said " He had despised, and the just God who 
was about to inflict punishment on him for his 
wickedness." He continued till the 5th of May in 
this state, suffering dreadful distress of mind. On 
that day I brought to him a Christian missionary, 
at the sight of whom he burst into tears and said, 
"What good can you do me?" After the mis- 
sionary had prayed, he said, " You see, sir, every 
one in the room has been affected by your prayer 
but myself, that shows that I am past hope." In 
conversation he opened his mind, and seemed a 
little more composed. Upon the Missionary leaving, 
he said, " I thank you, sir, I believe you have done 
me good, for I feel that all is not quite lost." 

All that night his mind was greatly distressed, 
and while in great agony, he for the first time 
for many years knelt down in prayer. Three times 
he prayed fervently, and the last time he found 
relief. 

On Sunday, the 6th of May, Dr. Fry visited him. 
He was so excited that he could scarcelv bear his 
presence, or attend to his exhortation and prayer ; 
and it was not until after his kind visit that he 
became composed. When I asked why he was so 
excited at the presence of the clergyman? He 
answered, " I feel as if God had sent him to de» 
mand my worthless soul, but his countenance 
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assures me there is mercy even for me." From 
that day he seemed completely changed. So 
earnest and attentive, so gentle and humble, con- 
tinually asking for a prayer or a psalm to be read 
to him. The things he so lately despised were 
now his only comfort and deHght. 

He was often still much distressed in mind, 
fearing lest the enemy of his soul might overcome 
him, and draw him away from his Saviour. " Oh ! 
how often," said he, " the thought rises in my mind, 
as if a voice was speaking to me : — die Uke a man, 
do'nt be giving way when you come to the push." 

One day he was very much cast down, and said 
to his medical attendant, '^ Oh ! sir, I am so tossed 
about with doubts, I am afraid I shaU have to give 
up." " Fly to the cross, — Satan cannot reach you 
there," was the counsel of this young. Christian 
physician. " Looking below, he tempts you into 
bye ways, he cannot follow you when you look up 
to Christ. He will deliver you out of every temp- 
tation." Deeply thankful was he for this conso- 
lation. Many religious friends visited him, and 
well he knew their value, but no one seemed to 
soothe and satisfy his mind Uke his Christian friend 
and pastor. Whenever his mind was distressed 
with doubts, he would call for him. 

He frequently desired to see his old Mends and 
companions, especially some young men whom he 
had persuaded to become infidels. To one of them, 
to whom he was greatly attached, he said, " You 
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see, John, how I am. I am dying, but not without 
hope. Your creed may do while you have health 
and stiength, but it is of no use to me now. They 
seemed surprised, and remained silent. When 
they were gone, he said, "I wish I could have 
talked to them, but I could not, my breath is so 
short. Perhaps they will think me labouring 
under a dehision, but it is only now that I am 
in my right senses, — when I was with them I was 
indeed deluded, and when they come to-morrow 
I hope to be able to prove it to them.'* He then 
added, " Oh ! what would I not give to undo what 
I taught them ! Oh I what a fool I have been aU 
my life ! if I could recall those days, and repair 
the injury I have done to the souls of these young 
m:en." 

He frequently sent for those whom he had mis- 
led, and although gasping for breath and almost 
suffocated, so that he could only speak a word or 
two at a time, he used to beg of them in the most 
earnest manner to believe in the Lord Jesus. Once, 
when he was in extreme suffering and seemingly 
at the point of death, one of the young men then 
present asked him how he felt. He answered, " I 
am dying, — I am happy," and lifting up his hand, 
he added; "There is hope for me there, I feel 
Christ is mine. You are both wrong, — ^you are in 
a delusion. Jesus is the Saviour of sinners, — ^you 
will find him so when you come to dia Do, do 
believe. — God bless you both ! " 
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On one occasion he wrote thus to an unbeHeving 
friencL — 

J ^P H , I am dying, come and see 

me. Christ is my only refuge, — I am trusting 
wholly in Him, 

G. BLACKBURN. 

To Miss M , a young lady who visited him, 

he said, " Though I am but a child a few days old, 
I trust that I have been permitted to do a little 
good, for one of my old companions has promised 
me that he and his family will attend the worship 
of God and lead a better life. Can you think it 
possible that six weeks ago I would not believe in 
my Saviour?" Turning to his sister-in-law who 
happened to be present, he begged her not to put 
off the salvation of her soul imtil her dying hour. 
"Tou see," said he, "what I have now to do, I 
cling to Jesus, and pray to be kept close to my 
Saviour." 

He sent also for Mr. B , a Christian friend, 

with whom he had been in the habit of disputing, 
advancing in the most positive manner all the 
infidel arguments against the being of a God and 
the truth of the Holy Scriptures, to tell him that he 
had found the religion of the Jesus, whom he had so 
long despised, to be the sovereign balm for all his 
woes. He rested for his pardon and acceptance on 
the atonement of Christ, and enjoyed the peace 
and comfort of the Holy Spirit in his souL 
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He was veiy anxious that all his old companions 
should know of his great change, and often prayed 
for them. Indeed they were constantly in his 
mind, and before his iUness became so great as to 
leave no doubt of his death, he used to long to be 
able to go among them. 

To the Scripture reader, who often saw him, he 
said, '' I have sinned against light and knowledge, 
I not only strove to nun my own soul, but have 
done all I could to ruin others. Oh 1 that I had 
strength to be with my old companions once more, 
that I might undo some of the mischief I have 
done ! " He was afterwards afraid lest he should be 
restored to health, and go back again into tempta- 
tion. Once, when some one said the doctor had 
given a hope of his recovery, he said faintly, " No, 
not a hope, a fear that I should recover." 

He continually spoke as if he was astonished at 
the goodness of God towards him. "When I 
think," said he, "of my past life I tremble and 
sink with shame and confasion. I have been 
worse than the blackest sinner. Can any one 
doubt of the mercy of God, when they see me a 
brand plucked from the burning ? " After a Mend 
had prayed with him, he said, " Oh I how consoling 
is prayer, I never knew its value till now." One 
day he said to me, " Am I in my senses or not, to 
think God wOl have mercy on me after such 
wickedness and blasphemies," When he had a 
little ease he used to ask me to read a chapter in 
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the Bible ; and once after hearing a psalm, he said, 
" Oh ! how beautiful — ^how suited to my case ! 
How often have I searched that book for something 
to ridicule and laugh at with my friends, but now 
I cannot do without it. It is my stay and com- 
fort, — a comfort I never found before, because I 
never felt my need of it, or sought it. One day 
he asked me to read one of Wesley's hymns, and on 
my taking the book, his eye fell on the one 
beginning : — 

*^ Hail, thou once despised Jesus." 

He burst into tears and said to me, " Tou chose this 
on purpose. It is true, I did despise Him, and 
it is my greatest burthen ; but He has forgiven 
me. He is all mercy, and I am all sin, — my only 
prayer is, "God be merciful to me a sinner." 
Though he was at peace in his mind, trusting that 
the Lord had pardoned him, since he was enabled 
to repent and believe and pray, and his heart was 
changed, still he seemed sometimes troubled with 
doubts. He said, " I have been such a good ser- 
vant to Satan, he will not easily give me up, I 
feel prayer my only weapon to fight with, then 
Christ comes and the enemy goes, but, oh, he does 
so harrass my soul, I am so afraid he will prevail 
at last.'' In these struggles it was most distressing 
to hear him calling upon the Lord to preserve him, 
and asking for his clergyman to speak to him and 
pray with him. When he was composed, he said, 
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" T deserve this, I fought as much against Chris- 
tianity as Satan -fights against me, but I won't give 
up, and lose my soul, I will cling to the cross, 
and if I perish it will be in asking for mercy." 
For above a week before his death he was quite 
composed, and talked of his departure with the 
greatest calmness. " I can leave all," he said, " to 
my heavenly Father to do and provide as pleases 
Him. I feel quite resigned, and Christ is my only 
hope." 

On the Friday before his death, he earnestly 
besought me to give up my whole heart to God. 
" You will not any longer," said he, ** have me to 
hinder you, and I beg you to join a Christian 
Church. I leave you to your heavenly Father, and 
I know he won't forsake you or the children. 
Bring them up to fear Him and to serve Him. 
I believe your prayers for me have been answered. 
If I do not see Dr. F. again, teU him I am quite 
happy, his instructions have been blessed to my 
soul, — I shall meet you both in heaven." 

On Saturday he was struck with death, but was 
perfectly sensible to the last moment. I wagj by 
his side, in tears, he pressed my hand and said, 
in a low voice, "Don't weep, I am quite happy. 
Christ is here. He is my hope and stay. God be 
merciful to me a sinner." The last words he was 
heard to say were, " Lord, take me to thyself I 
know thou hast pardoned me." — He became speech- 
l«Rs for several hours before death, his countenance 
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wearing a placid and indeed happy expression. 
He expired with a sigh, no struggle or other sign 
of pain marking his departure, on Monday, the 
28th of May, 1860, aged 41 years * 



MY FIRST VISIT TO GEORGE BLACKBITRN. 

On my first visit to George Blackburn, I found 
him propped up by piUows. suffering mucli from 
difl&culty of breathing, but his bodUy distress was 
forgotten in the agony of his mind. With a look 
of the most painful anxiety he said, " Tou see me, 
Sir, in a dreadful state. I have denied my God, 
and He has found me at last. Do you think there 
can be any hope for me?" He then described 
what he had imdergone during the preceding night 
" I thought," said he , "I was dying, and it was 
then I felt what a delusion I had been under in 
supposing that my soul would perish with my body. 
I knew well that it would not, and what was I to 
expect in a future life but the dreadful judgment 
of God for having denied him and despised him ? 
All my sins came upon me, all I had done against 
Jesus Christ, — ^ridiculing the Gospel and striving 
to make my companions deny Him. It was more 

* The widow Blackburn supports herself and two young child- 
ren by her needle and washing, she is often brought very low, 
but is always neat and respectable in appearance, manner, and 
conduct She is one of those whom trust in a Saviour enables 
to struggle hopefully and cheerfully against the hard trials of 
poyerty.— H. F. 
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than I could bear, the thought of appearing before 
him nearly drove me mad, and I could not help 
crying out, my siffiferings were so great. I felt as 
if my soul was lost, and that this was the beginning 
of eternal punishment for my sins." 

He told me that for many weeks he had found 
out the delusion of infidelity, and had suffered 
dreadfully imder the conviction of his sins ; but it 
was on this night they had become overwhelming- 
His conscience urged him to pray to God for mercy, 
but he said to himself, " How can I pray to the God 
I have insulted," and something within him seemed 
to say, — " Don't give in, die like a man as you 
have lived." But the terrors of his conscience 
were too powerful for him to resist, and at last he 
cried out to his wife, " I can bear it no longer," 
and throwing himself upon the floor, with tears 
and deep cries he called on Jesus Christ to forgive 
him and save him. The pride of unbelief thus 
humbled, and the opposition of his heart being 
overcome, he felt as if the separation between God 
and his soul was no longer so great as before, and 
he found some relief in the thought that as he 
could pray there might be some hope of mercy for 
his souL 

I foimd that unbelief had utterly disappeared 
from his mind ; he had cast it from him with ab- 
horrence as the delusion which had brought him 
to the verge of eternal ruin. He called it " the 

MOST INTENSIFIED STATE OF SIN, Dt WHICH HE HAD 



12 GEORGE BLACEBUBN. 

BEEN FIGHTING AGAINST GoD*' and he embraced the 
Gospel as the rock of hope to which alone his 
drowning soul could cling for rest and safety. — 
He was filled with penitence and regret, and in 
deep humiliation and trembling anxiety he heard 
the invitations of the Lord Jesus to the distressed 
and heavy laden sinner, and the declarations of 
the love of God to lost and perishing souls. 
Each sentence seemed designed for him and for 
those in his condition. The Gospel came to him 
as the power of God to save to the uttermost, cast- 
ing out none who would repent and accept it ; he 
had only to believe in it, to receive it, and apply it 
to himself in order to find peace and enjoy the 
assurance of pardon. But, how was this to be 
done? Could the blasphemer and bitter enemy 
become an humble believer in that Jesus he had 
so long despised? The change, indeed, would 
have been like becoming a new creature, but the 
Gospel provided the means of effecting, it, the 
proud heart of the scorner must humbly kneel and 
sue to God through Jesus Christ for the Holy 
Spirit to soften his heart, and open his eyes, not 
only to see in him the Eedeemer of the world, but 
to embrace him as his own Saviour in whom he is 
lovingly to trust for ever. In this spirit he was 
enabled to pray, and the assured answer was in- 
stantly vouchsafed and felt. He rose calm, believ- 
ing, hoping, and conscious that he had found the 
way, the truth, and the life. 
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* 

THE SOUL CONSCIOUS OF A FUTURE LIFE. 

George Blackburn felt as if he had been just 
awakened from a dream of death, and was sur- 
rounded with the light of a new world He had 
laboured hard to suppress the consciousness of his 
own q)iritual nature. By every imaginable argu- 
ment he had tried to convince himself that he had 
no souL With the secularist reasoners he had 
supposed that because he could find no sensible 
appearance or visible trace of the soul in the brain 
it must die with the body, forgetful that if the soul 
were a material substance perceptible to the senses, 
it might then be more reasonably concluded that 
it would perish with other bodily organs. He had 
forgotten that his soul had no one quality in com- 
mon with matter or body, and that its essence and 
operations were altogether incorporeal and spiritual 
He had laboured to extinguish that inward con- 
sciousness of an und3ring spirit which seems to be 
the voice of nature in man, and which has per- 
suaded every age and tribe of the human race that 
the soul has a life beyond the grave. 

It was only by a wilful determination to persuade 
himself that he had no incorporeal spirit that he 
was able to silence this voice of natv/re. It was 
his pride to disbelieve the common conviction of 
mankind, and to gratify the vain desire of esteem- 
ing himself, and being esteemed by others, wiser 
than his fellow men, be was willing to give up all 
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the moral and spiritual attributes of human nature 
and place himself in the condition of the beasts of 
the field. 



A FUTURE LIFE A NBCBSSmr OF MAN*S NATURE. 

The ground of this conviction or consciousness 
of mankind is foimded upon the strongest and 
most universal law of nature. **We see no dif- 
ference," says the secularist, " between the soul of 
man and the intelligent principle in a Newfoimd- 
land dog." Can the dog, then, know the Supreme 
Being ? — Can he worship his creator, — or, can he 
even distinguish between good and evil? The 
highest acts of intelligence in a brute are directed 
by impulse or instinct, and not by consideration ; 
and nothing cem be more evident than that man is 
distinguished from all other creatures by his pos- 
sessing a religious spirit or souL Now, I would 
ask any reasonable man to consider what possible 
purpose, or object there could be in rendering man 
a devotional and worshipping creature if there be 
nothing for him to' worship ? Why should he be 
endowed with the faculty of knowing, adoring, and 
obeying Gk)d in the expectation of eternal blessed- 
ness in a future life, if he is only as the beasts of 
the field to perish after a mere animal existence ? 

It is a law among naturalists that every oigan, 
or limb, or sense, or power, in any animal or plants 
must have its use. The innumerable instincts of 
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animals all directly impel or induce the several 
creatures to exercise their various organs with the 
most skilful adaptation to purposes and works, 
useful or necessaiy to their existence or preservation. 
When Cuvier or Owen examined the conformation, 
bones, teeth, etc. of any extinct animal they knew 
the peculiar habits of the creature and the condition 
of the earth requisite for him to live in, because 
they were certain that every organ which he pos- 
sessed Was given to him to be used, and that he 
would be placed in a condition in which it might 
be profitably employed. When they found an 
antediluvian animal with a hollow in his skull to 
hold an eye-ball it would have been weak philos- 
ophy in them if they had any doubts as to whether 
the creature could see, and if so as to whether there 
was light upon the earth 'when he existed. Are 
we then to suppose that this law of nature is true 
in every case except in that one where above aU 
others it should be found to prevail ? Eveiy little 
instinct in an animal, every organ or fibre of a 
plant has its certain and designed use and exercise ; 
but the highest faculty in aU creation, the spiritual 
power by which man can know and worship a 
supreme Being is destitute of all use, and was 
never designed to be exercised or employed in any 
way whatever. This would certainly be the most 
inconceivable contradiction and inconsistency in 
nature that he should be endowed with faculties 
and yet have no means of exercising them. 
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Why should he alone be led by his natural 
intelligence to believe in a Creator and to render to 
him worship and spiritual adoration, if between 
him and that Creator there exists no relation which 
can give any object or utility to his knowledge and 
devotion ? Has man received this wonderful spir- 
itual faculty for no other end but to lead him into 
a delusion, and that he might Uve in anxious and 
perpetual contemplation and pursuit of a fallacy. 
Are we to believe that the whole human race were 
formed with a moral and religious nature, leading 
them to live for the purpose of serving and obeying 
an infinitely just and holy God, and that all this 
marvellous spiritual power is utterly vain and 
delusive, serving no end but to involve them in 
delusive labours and expectations ? — ^would not this 
be to make man's life and man's spiritual nature 
a miserable deception and contradiction ? 



GBOBOB BLACKBUBN'S MEDITATIONS ON HIS OWN 

CONDITION. 

Nothing could exceed the desolation of his mind 
in contemplating his condition as an unbeliever. 
— "How I wish," said he, "that I were any- 
thing but what I am." The feeling of hopeless- 
ness at the near prospect of annihilation soon 
gave way to distressing anxiety and alarm, under 
the growing conviction that his soul would not 
perish, and that there was an eternal world before 



GEORGE BLACJOURN. 17 

him. He felt the contradiction between the con- 
scious feeling of his own soul and the belief in its 
extinction. There was nothing for him to rest in, — 
his system taught him to deny and disbelieve every 
thing, and lefb him knowing nothing, and hoping 
for nothing. * To perish was his best prospect^ but 
even that was imcertain ; he could only say with 
Paine, " I am taking a leap in the dark," and if he 
was wrong and religion was true, then indeed there 
was darkness and blackness of darkness before him 
for ever. He might be right and the religious world 
might be all deceived, but of this he was certain, 
that his unbelief could afford him no consolation, 
no peace, no joy in the present or the future. But, 
ought this to be his condition 1 He had been a 
moral, temperate man, loving virtue, and in his own 
opinion, seeking to do good; was this, then, a 
worthy conclusion of his existence ? After all to die 
hopeless and ignorant as the beast, — ^Nay, not like 

*To avoid giving pain to christian readers, the statements of se- 
cularist writers have not been expressly n^erred to, but lest it 
should be supposed that their unbelief is exaggerated the foUowing 
statement of the secularist's creed is taken from a tract by Mr. 
Holyoake, called, *' Whv should the atheist fear to die.'* He says, 
" I recognise in nature but the properties of matter. The term Ciod 
is inappUcable to nature. In the mouth of the theist God signifies 
an entity, spiritual and percipient, distinct from matter. With pan- 
theists the term God signifies the aggregate of nature,— but nature 
as a being, intelligent and conscious. I can conceive nothing but 
nature^ and it is wis which constitutes me an atheist " 

Several of the secularist's tracts are designed to prove that man 
has no soul, and that there is no difference between the mind of a 
man and that of a dog. They are very hostile to the marriage 
engagement being for li&. 
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the beast, for it is spaxed distresses, anxieties, and 
fears, and sinks into annihilation as easily as into 
sleep. 

But is death thus dark and hopeless to all 7 The 
answer to this question forced upon him a compari- 
son full of alarm. He knew that there were mill- 
ions of intellectual, virtuous, and learned men, 
living imder the deepest convictions of the truth 
of religion. He knew that thousands die from day 
to day in perfect peace, and rejoicing in the assur- 
ance of eternal blessedness. It was a positive fact 
that thousands of those who had most deeply stu- 
died religion died in the firmest conviction of its 
truth ; and net only this, but rejoicingly declaring 
its power to bless the soul with that comfort, peace, 
and joy which he longed for, and felt to be so 
necessary. He knew that of the innumerable be- 
lievers who declare their convictions and feelings 
when departing this life, not one is found to regret 
the influence which religion had exercised over his 
heart and life ; but, on the contrary, that they all 
lament that they were not more devoted to its prin- 
ciples and precepts, and die enjoining upon their 
children and friends the worship and service of God 
as the only source of permanent happiness. It was 
impossible for Greoige Blackburn to contrast these 
undeniable facts with his own state of mind, and 
not to feel that religion places the souls of dying 
believers in a condition worthy of their spiritual 
nature, and such as might reasonably have been 
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expected for beings possessing their liigh intellect- 
ual and moral faculties, while unbelief quenches 
in death and darkness every spiritual aspiration, 
and leaves the mind a prey to the most distressing 
doubts and apprehensions. 



MEDITATIONS OK HIS UNBELIEF. 

Unbeuef had taken away all the advantages 
which believers receive from religion, and given 
him nothing in exchange. To the inquiries which 
were distressing to his mind it could render no 
answer. For what end was he created ? Why did 
he possess a spiritual and intellectual nature? 
Was the evil doer and spoiler of the innocent to 
enjoy luxury and pleasure through inflicting in- 
jury, and then to lie down with his victims in a 
common annihilation? Was oppressed and suf- 
fering virtue to have no reward, and successful 
wickedness no punishment ! If man's only object 
be a life of pleasure, why should he regard any 
other motive but selfishness? Why should not 
the poor despoil the rich, and all who have the 
power compel the weak to labour for their indulg- 
ence ? It was impossible to deny that unbelief 
weakens the principles of morals, and social life, 
and loosening all restraint upon human selfishness, 
sets before man no other motive than earthly 
gratification, thus reducing him in his life, as well 
as in his death, to the oonditionof the beast of tiie 
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field. While to him, as an unbeliever the life and 
actions of men in their motives and consequences 
were inexplicable and contrary to the principles of 
justice, he could not but feel conscious, that reli- 
gion afforded a clear and consistent explanation of 
every thing interesting to man, or necessary for 
him to know concerning the present and future life. 

George Blackburn was not one of those corrupt 
and depraved natures whose element of existence 
is whoUy animal and sensual, and in whom gross 
indulgence of bodily appetites drowns the voice of 
reason and nature. Such men absolutely hate all 
spiritual considerations, and especially the thought 
of a future life, as uncongenial to their minds and 
as something to be dreaded and avoided. These 
unhappy men bitterly oppose the belief in the 
future existence of the soul, for they feel that there 
is nothing for them to hope for in a spiritual 
world, and they would deaden conscience and ap- 
prehension by shutting out consideration, and 
hardening themselves against conviction. Al- 
though in the pride of his heart, he had scorned 
religion, he could still meditate calmly upon the 
state to which his own soul had been reduced 
through the influence of unbelief 

He knew that aU the truth his system taught 
was only this, — ^that he must deny that there was 
any such thing as truth at all, and that every 
statement purporting to declare the future state 
of the soul must be fieJse. His system rested 
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therefore upon no evidence of its own truth, but 
only on being able to prove the falsehood of the 
whole of the evidences of religion. This was a 
perilous responsibility for a man to rest his soul 
upon. If any one of the principles of religion 
were true, his unbelief was overthrown and he was 
a denier of the living and true God. 

Beligion presented to his examination many 
evidences of its truth, was he certain that they 
were all false ? Could he be so, when millions, 
his superiors in knowledge and understanding, 
were assured of their truth ? Could he be cer- 
tain, for example, that there was no Supreme 
Being ? He knew that no one but an idiot 
could walk through the models and machines 
in the Crystal Palace, and not know that they 
were made by intelligent workmen and designed 
for special purposes ; yet was he compelled by 
his system of unbelief to affirm that the world, 
and all things in it are without a maker, or 
a plan, — that the innumerable living creatures 
which people earth, air, and water are made by 
nothing, and though the least of them displays 
more skill, design, power, and perfection in its 
construction than all man's mechanism imited, 
yet, that they are all the result of chance and 
without design. He knew that all living things 
are sustained in continual change and motion 
through an ever varying production, succession, 
and arrangement of infinite distinct agencies, the 
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least derangement of which would cause confusion 
and destruction, and yet unbelief would persuade 
him that this marvellous life-preserving order and 
harmony in the midst of incessant variety is 
carried on without any design, and without any 
intelligent power. 

How is this constant rising up of new existences, 
this incessant succession of uniform yet varying 
transformations in all living things to be accounted 
for? One egg turns into an ostrich, another 
changes into a crocodile, a seed becomes a tree^ a 
caterpillar is transformed into a motL Are we to 
say that eggs and seeds perform these changes by 
any intention, design, or power of their own ? Such 
a supposition is absurd. But then the facts are 
certain, these, and innumerable such changes and 
new existences are continually taking place, and 
each one of them is a visible result of the design 
and power by which it is eflfected. The inquisitive 
mind of George Blackburn could not rest in the mere 
negation of ignorance on this great question. But 
how did his system account for the mechanism of 
life in all its forms and operations ? For every in- 
quiry it had but this one explanation — '' all things 
pursue their natural course— eveiy thing follows 
the laws of nature." But what is nature ? Is it 
something, or nothing? If it be nothing, folly 
could not find a fitter subject than to talk of the 
laws and power of nothing. It must then be some- 
thing, it must exist, and if it has laws by which 
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it acts, it must act imifonuly and intelligently, and 
if its actions be to produce living things and to 
preserve every living agency in the world, then 
after all, this "nature" is only another name for 
the great existing intelligent Ci*eator and preserver 
of the universe, that is, the Supreme Beiog — ^the 
Christian Gk>d. Alas ! for the unbeliever, he must 
close the eyes of his reason, he must spread over 
his understanding a cloud of words without mean-* 
ing, to shut out the truth spoken by every living 
creature, that there is a power by which it moves 
and has its being. 



BBLIEP IN GOD PEOVES THE FUTURE EXISTENCE 

OF THE SOUL. 

The fature existence of the soul follows immedi* 
ately upon belief in a Supreme Being by natural 
consequenca Every reasonable mind will at once 
infer that if there be a Creator and Preserver of 
life in man, there should be spiritual connection 
between the dependant creature and his sustaining 
Grod If it be admitted that there is an infinite 
all-ruling intelligence, there can be no longer any 
doubt that man's religious faculties were conferred 
upon him by that Supreme Creator that they 
might be exercised in acknowledging and worship* 
piag the great Author of his existenca If xoan 
depends upon God for the preservation of his life 
and for all good, it is in the highest degree reason^ 
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able that he should render the only return in his 
power to his beneficent Creator by acknowledging 
his goodness with grateful adoration ; nor is any- 
thing more natural than that he should offer to 
him prayers and petitions for those gifts and 
blessings for which he is dependant upon the 
divine favour and goodness. 

In the same way an intelligent man is led to 
consider what must be the character and disposition 
of God as they are displayed in His works. He 
sees everywhere evidences of the diving intention 
to provide for the good of man, and he particularly 
notices that virtue and beneficence are rewarded 
with many advantages. He observes that men 
seem naturally to respect and honour goodness, 
and that virtuous and beneficent men enjoy inward 
peace just in proportion to their moral and religious 
excellence. He also sees clear evidence that the 
author of human existence has attached to vice, 
to selfish and criminal indulgence, and generally 
to everything which leads man to injure his fellow 
creatures, a proportionate penalty in the form of 
suffering, of grief, and of dishonour. From such 
and similar observations he is led by force of 
reason to conclude that the end of his being would 
be best carried out by his striving to imitate the 
moral and loving dispensations of God, in a life of 
virtue, devotion, and beneficence, promoting in all 
his actions the welfare of mankind, which he sees 
is the manifest will and purpose of God. Thus 
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the two great principles of religion, to worship 
Grod and to fulfil every act of love and kindness 
to man, are necessary conclusions which every 
reasonable mind must deduce from belief in the 
existence of God. 

But how are we to know from these conclusions 
the (third and equally important) truth that the 
soul will live hereafter? 

It rests upon this plain inference confirmed by 
the whole evidence of religion, and by the natural 
feeling of the human mind in all ages, that an in- 
finitely just and holy Gk)d, the beneficent Creator 
and preserver of man through the trials of a life 
of labour and endurance, manifestly designed as 
a probationary state, would never permit a soul 
which had trusted, honoured, loved, and obeyed 
Him, and which had become purified and matured 
through devotion and virtue, to perish in a conmion 
destruction with the impious and wicked. 



CHRISTIANITY COERESPONDS WITH NATURAL 

RELIGION. 

We now come to consider how far the Christian 
religion agrees with what our reason leads us to 
believe respecting God and our own souls. We 
should be led to expect that it would not only 
agree with the truths which we are able to discover 
by the light of nature, but that as a revelation 
from God it. would throw great light upon our 
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religious conceptions and inferencea We should 
hope that it would enlarge the religion of nature 
into a complete unfolding of the whole counsel of 
Gk>d to man, that we may know with clearness and 
certainty what we are to believe and to do in order 
to attain eternal life. This is the grand question in 
examining the Christian religion. It freely submits 
itself to this test to be tried and proved by reason 
— ^to be judged by its fruits, whether or not it 
effects for man, not only great and extensive good, 
but all the blessings which the infinite love of God 
could provide and impart 

Now let us as briefly as possible glance at the 
benefits which we might expect from a divinely 
revealed religion. 

First. — ^FuU information respecting the Supreme 
Being, and His disposition and purposes concerning 
us. 

Second. — ^A cleai description of the principles 
and actions which He enjoins, as good for us and 
pleasing in His sight 

Third. — Some means of providing for us the fiill 
enjoyment of His infinite approbation and love 
notwithstanding our imperfections and sins. 

FourtL — Assurances of His fatherly care here, 
and of eternal blessedness hereafter, on the fireest 
and most gracious terma 

Fifth. — ^The strongest influences and attraction 
of love and gratitude to draw our affections to God 
^^d to lead us to love and obey 
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SixttL-Sati8fyii« assurance of God's presence 
with our souls through spiritual conimunion, and 
of a divine spirit to be obtained from Him to 
sanctify our hearts and give us pure and devout 
affections and desires. 

No reasonable mind will deny that every one of 
these provisions is so uigently needful for man, 
that he cannot feel real satisfaction or peace with- 
out it ; yet every unbeliever must confess that his 
soul is destitute of them all, and that his imbelief 
leads him to deny and reject them. The Christian 
religion must certainly be a divine revelation if it, 
and it alone, can supply aU these benefits, and thus 
satisfy the wants of man's spiritual nature. All 
his other wants are supplied, and aU his other 
faculties have their proper use and exercise, and 
we cannot suppose that knowledge of the future 
Ufe, so necessary to his soul, and for which it so 
longs, are alone withheld. It is not possible that 
the highest powers of his mind, the eye of his soul, 
should be given to him only that it may strive in 
vain to pierce through the darkness of utter igno- 
rance, respecting its nature and objects, — its 
future life or extinction. 



GEORGE Blackburn's acceptance op thb 

LORD JESUS CHRIST. 

In the desolation of his soul imder unbelief, George 
Blackburn felt that the Christian religion was 
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exactly provided for him, and that there was 
nothing he required or desired which it would not 
richly supply. It was the longing of his spirit 
for some one to trust in, to love and to cling to, 
that led him to Jesus as just the Being to wipe 
away the tears of his deep distress, and give him 
peace and consolation. The character of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and His influence upon the soul, is 
the comer stone of the Gospel. To be a di'^e 
Saviour He must draw to Himself the weary and 
heavy laden, that in Him they may find rest That 
the great Author of the Gospel effects all this 
richly and fully, the consciences of innumerable 
believers, who in Him enjoy perfect peace, will 
amply testify and prove. This is the evidence of 
fact Jesus can console — ca% relieve the burthened 
conscience — can draw the hearts of men and fill 
them with adoring love. He can satisfy the mind 
on all spiritual subjects with strong conviction — 
He can elevate it to the highest moral and spiritual 
tone of thought, affection, and desire, and He can 
make Himself the one object of the soul's hope 
and adoratioa He can do all this, for He actually 
has effected it in the highest degree in the hearts 
and minds of millions in this and every age. How 
vain is then the attempt to deny the power of 
Jesus to bless the soul with light and peace, and 
satisfying hope. Will any imbeliever say that this, 
the universal testimony of Christians, is insincere, 
or the result of delusion? Millions of men of 
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every class and character must then be supposed 
to live and labour, and die professing, and in every 
way confirming a faith which they do not believe, 
or they must all be ignorant of the influence and 
effect of religion upon their own hearts. 

George Blackburn, like most other men, knew 
that Christians in proportion to their attachment 
to their Eedeemer, and devotion to God, enjoyed 
satisfactory convictions respecting those intensely 
interesting subjects on which he was distracted 
with doubts. He knew that their souls were 
brightened with peace and hope, while he was 
tortured with anxiety and fear. He also knew 
that the power of Jesus to bless and save was not 
only proved by fact in the experience and lives of 
believers, but that careful rational investigation of 
the life and character of the Bedeemer would 
show that he united in himself every quality to 
give satisfaction and peace to the human mind. 

Deeply did the arrow of compunction pierce his 
soul as consideration brought before his mind the 
self-sacrificing love manifested in all the actions of 
Jesus Christ. He seemed to look back with 
amazement at his own conduct, and to wonder 
how he could have delighted in heaping insult and 
reproach upon the head of the holy loving Jesus. 
This blasphemy and denial of Grod, refusing to 
acknowledge Him as the Suler of the imiverse, or 
to render to Him worship and service, weighed 
down his conscience with the feeling that his soul 
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was condemned and lost; but it was the years 
which he had spent in reviling the Bedeemer that 
wounded him with the bitterest self-reproacL In 
the distress of his soul there was none to whom he 
could turn but that Jesus whom he had despised. 
Infidelity cast him on the shore of eternity, ship- 
wrecked in conscience, to die without hope. In all 
the compass of human thought there was but one 
Being in whom his soul could hope to find pardon 
and rest, holiness and love, and that Being he 
had perseveringly scorned and rejected. " Is there 
any hope, — can I be saved? is it possible that the 
Jesus, I lived to ridicule, can pardon and save my 
soul?" This was his constant inquiry, and 
nothing but the amazing mercy of God exhibited 
in the words and character of the Lord Jesus 
Christ could make him credit the possibility of 
being pardoned after such a life of blasphemy and 
impiety. Once convinced that Jesus came to seek 
and to save to the uttermost, and that if he 
repented and believed he would assuredly be ac- 
cepted by Him who would cast out none, he began 
to rely upon the promises, and trusting in the word 
of Jesus, his soul was delivered from the fear of 
judgment, and was swallowed up in grateful and 
rejoicing love. 

THE GHABACTBB OF THE LOBD JESUS CHBISr 

AS THE 8AVI0UB. 

The best way to satisfy ourselves whether Jesus 
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Glirist is a trae and divine Saviour is to consider 
what we might reasonably expect would be the 
life and character and teaching of a Being sent 
6om God to redeem and bless mankind. If Jesus 
comes up to, or surpasses our highest conceptions, 
then, I think, that we have a very strong evidence 
of His truth, for this is the highest test which we 
can apply in judging Bis life and character, since 
' if we suppose Him to be sent from God for the 
good of mankind. He must possess every perfection, 
and be divinely qualified to impart all the highest 
conceivable blessings to men. What then might 
we suppose would be the character of such a 
Bedeemer? 

First. — ^We might expect that every possible 
means would be made use of to prepare for His 
coming, and to instruct mankind about Himself 
and His mission. To effect this it might be neces- 
sary to select and prepare a nation or succession 
of persons to receive a series of inspired messen- 
gers and prophetic declarations respecting Him, 
and to institute an introductory system of religious 
worship and ordinances, describing Him under 
various forms and ceremonies. The intelligence of 
His coming would probably be made known mirac- 
ulously, and He would afford every possible proof 
of His mission from God by exhibiting miraculous 
power, not for display or by useless prodigies; 
but by acts of divine beneficence in raising the 
dead to life, healing diseases, giving sight to the 
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blind, and reUeving from every infirmity aU who 
should come to Him to be cured. 

Second. — ^It would be necessary that His life 
should be so fully described by eye witnesses 
recording such an infinite number of ictions. inci- 
dents, and discourses, that all men might have the 
most perfect and intimate knowledge of His 
character, disposition, and will, so that they might 
have His image vividly impressed upon their 
minds, and always know how He would act and 
have them to act in every circumstance of life. 
These eye witnesses should deliver independent 
testimony, — ^their statements should be uncontra- 
dicted; they should correspond with the events 
and transactions to which they relate, and should 
be confirmed by history. Their narrative of the 
Bedeemer should be plain and unostentatious, with- 
out any marks of human genius, eloquence, or 
learning, or of any desire to obtain for themselves 
applause or reputation. Their disinterestedness 
and desire to declare the truth should be proved 
by their enduring, suffering, and death, for their 
testimony; and their lives and principles should 
be altogether opposed to any appearance orsuspicion 
of selfish imposture and deception, and afford 
every evidence of sincerity, zeal, and devotion to 
the trutL 

Third — As the object of a Bedeemer sent from 
Ood would be to save and bless, He must be essen- 
tially loving, compassionate, tender, merciful, and 
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gracious. He must be patient and long-suffering 
with the infirmities and errors of men ; He must 
be self-sacrificing and leave nothing undone bj 
which any human being could be induced to 
receive from Bim salvation. 

FourtL — He must be a Man with aU human 
feelings, for if not, there could be no connexion 
and sympathy between Him and us, and He must 
be divine, or more than man, to be the Bedeemer 
of inmiortal souls, for if He were only a human 
being, even though sinless. He would have been 
imperfect, frail, and weak ; His devotion and obe- 
dience mingled with earthly feelings and human 
infirmities would have been imperfect, falling far 
short of the glory of God; nor could mankind 
rest with full assurance in the salvation effected 
through the merits of a human being. 

Fifth. — He must be perfectly holy, sinless, and 
devout, without taint or imperfection, carnal passion, 
worldly ambition, selfish object, or earthly motive. 
His whole Ufe must be a continual exercise of the 
desire to do the will of God, and not a human 
will, — ^to reform, improve, and save souls, and to 
afford in His own conduct a great example of the 
divine life of devotion and righteousness. In Him 
divine authority and holiness would be united to 
humiliation and charity, rendering Him one in 
heart with the poor, the ignorant, the afflicted, and 
even with the sinner and outcast. 

SixtL — ^^is life, precepts, and character would 

D 
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inculcate the purest morality and most spiritual de* 
votion. He would exercise over the hearts of itten 
every holy and loving attraction, to lead them from, 
sin to virtae and beneficence. His very name would 
breathe a sacred and softening infinence. He would 
stand between heaven and earth, drawing all men 
unto Him by the union in His person of awfal 
holiness and divine love. His example and His 
teaching, while setting fortii a perfect standard of 
moral and religious sentiments, would be so simple 
and so attractive as to suit every age and ev^y 
understanding. 

He should stand alone in the history of mankmdy 
— the object of adoration and model of imitation 
which the purest and highest human intellig^ieeB 
would strive to resemble ; while feeling at the same 
time that in every attribute all approach to His 
infinite perfection is unattainable to man. His 
spiritual kingdom in men's hearts would have no 
similitude to the dominion of the great men of 
this world, supported by human force and invested 
with earthly pomp. Bis teaching would evidoice 
its divine truth by opposing the superstitions and 
&bles prevalent in His age, and by inculcating the 
religion of the heart and moral duties in place of 
the formal observances and rites designed to sappoit 
tile power and influence of priests. While ever 
exhibiting the most loving gentleness for tfa^ 
humble and weak, He would stand undismttyed 
before the proud and the greal; and rebuke with 
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divine aothoiity the hypocrites and deceivers^ the 
haid hearted and self-righteous oppressors of the 
poor 

Seventh — As many men have violated the divine 
and human htws, committing grievous sins against 
Qod, and offences and injuries to their fellow crea- 
tures ; and as all men are conscious that they have 
sinned, and are therefore under the judgment of the 
divine justice ; we would expect that the chief object 
and office of the Bedeemer would be to provide for 
men certain deliverance from the judgment of 
QoA and from the punishment of their sina It is 
plain that if He could effect this by Himself suffer- 
ing the condemnation, and so paying the penalty 
of all their sins. He would provide for them the 
most complete redemption. 

Eighth. — ^To place man in the highest conceivable 
condition, he must not only have the guilt and 
punishment of his sins completely removed from 
him ; but he must stand in the sight and judgment 
of God as if he had never transgressed any one of 
His commands, but had observed them all with the 
most perfect spiritual obedienca He must also 
be restored to the enjoyment of the divine love and 
favour, and be enabled to regard God as a reconcil- 
ed Father, and to hold with Him spiritual commun- 
ion in the utmost confidence of His accepting and 
answering prayer. This exattation of mankind 
would be folly attained if the perfect righteousness 
of the Sedeemer could be attributed or imputed 
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to men. He being made sin for them that they 
might be made righteous in Him. Being regarded 
by the judgment of God as possessing all the merits 
and clothed with all the righteousness of the divine 
Bedeemer, they would on His account be blessed 
with the fulness of the divine love. 

Ninth. — We might conceive that the condition 
of man, imperfect and separate from God, would 
be in the highest degree improved by his obtaining 
a spiritual influence upon his heart and mjnd ; to 
change his corrupt and sinful nature, and to en- 
able him to subdue his carnal lusts, and live in 
holy and spiritual obedience to God. This great 
and necessary blessing might be provided by the 
Bedeemer obtaining for men the gifts and graces of 
the Spirit of God, and by giving him assurance 
that they would certainly be vouchsafed when 
sought for by prayer. 

Tenth. — ^We could not but feel confident that if 
GU>d was to send a Bedeemer to mankind, His mis- 
sion would be successful, and that the work of 
salvation would be effected in a manner according, 
not with human influences and operations, but 
with the spiritual agency of God. He would not 
constrain the impenitent to render a forced sub- 
mission, but would establish a kingdom in love and 
righteousness, winning the hearts of men by ex- 
hibiting to them in Himself the divine benefi- 
cence. He would overcome their unbelief and love 
of sin by the influence of his own gracious . and 
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holy image, and by setting before them the incon- 
ceivable sacrifice he had endured for their redemp- 
tion, and the great salvation oflfered to those who 
would accept Him. The spiritual kingdom thus 
established would overcome every species of opposi- 
tion and increase and manifest its power in blessing 
and exalting the Eedeemer's people, and in pro- 
moting the happiness of mankind, until at length 
the earth would be filled with the knowledge of His 
salvation, and all people and nations should adore 
and follow Him as the Saviour of the world. 

I do not know that anything important can be 
added to these ten suppositions. I have taken the 
highest conception of divine excellence in the Ee- 
deemer, and have supposed Him to provide for man 
the utmost possible blessedness. The great question 
then presents itself, " Does Jesus Christ correspond 
with this supposed character of a divine Eedeem- 
er, and is His Salvation such as we might conceive 
possible to a Being sent from God to be the 
Saviour of mankind?" Who are the best judges 
of this question? Undoubtedly those who have 
experienced the effects of His gospel upon their 
souls; but they will come forward in millions 
from every age and nation to testify that no words 
can tell, no heart conceive the blessedness of being 
united to Jesus in faith and love. Let the unbe- 
lieving ask any proof whatever of the power of the 
Eedeemer to save and bless the soul, and a count- 
less multitude of adoring hearts will gladly testify 
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that in Him there is fulness of joy hero, and assur- 
ance of gioTy hereafter. 

That four fishermen of Galilee, unlearned men, 
whose priests and teachers had corrupted religion 
with superstitious traditions and cabalistic fables, 
should have set before the minds of men a iiving 
Sedeemer, far exceeding in every divine attribute 
our highest conception of perfect holiness, wisdom, 
and goodness, is in itself an undeniable evidence 
of the divine truth of the GospeL Each of them 
gives us a perfectly independent description, and 
whUe taking no care to conceal their own great 
failings, and very unworthy actions, or to suppress 
those particulars in the Bedeemer's condition or 
conduct which exposed Him to contempt and re- 
proach, they have set up a Divine Man whom the 
greatest and holiest of the human race delight to 
contemplate and adore. Distance of time, or pro- 
gress in science do not diminish His power to 
satisfy the wants and aspirations of the human 
souL A holy light and peace accompany the 
knowledge of Jesus to every heart, the more He 
IB studied and known the more deeply is He valued 
and adored, the more the knowledge and influence 
of the Gospel become extended and felt^ the stronger 
becomes the conviction that it is the revelation of 
God to make man wise unto salvation Who can 
deny this evidence that Jesus came from God, or 
who can say that it is wisdom to shut his eyes 
against the brightness of His character and the 
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power of His Grospel? It may be, that to despise 
Jesus Christ is to rqect the meroy and love of 
Qod, and prefer sin and death, to pardon and life. 



EYIDEKCES OF THE OOSPEL. 

In the ordinary course of nature^ we do not find 
that certain proofs of the truth, or advantage of 
the things most necessary to our minds, or bodies, 
are set before us to induce us to accept and make 
use of them. Nature generally leaves us either 
to gain them with labour and difficulty, or to n^- 
lect them and perish. She acts on the principle 
that if a thing be good cmd useful to others, that 
should be a sufficient reason for us to desire and 
seek it. 

Philosophers have proved that in human life 
certainty is denied to man in the pursuit of the 
olqects most necessary for his well being, and that 
he is content to labour when there is only a pro- 
bability of his obtaining what he seeks, or of his 
being benefitted by it when obtained. Thus men 
labour to be delivered from the calamities and 
neceBsities of life, eagerly seeking whatever pre- 
sents the least probability of relieving their distress, 
or promoting their happiness. Beligion presents 
itself to mankind in conformity with this law of 
natura The hxunan mind suffers under the griev- 
ous evils of doubt, ignorance, consciousness of sin, 
discontent^ and the most distressing apprehension. 
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and sees the Gospel before it oflfeiing truth, con- 
viction, pardon, and assurance of eternal blessed- 
ness, and confirming its promise by the evidjence 
of facts in the testimony and experience of all 
who receive it truly. The man who rejects the 
Gospel would thus appear to act in opposition to 
the course of nature, and sacrifice his own highest 
interest 

To reject a great good, enjoyed by others, on the 
ground of supposed objections, is to act in opposi- 
tion to reason as well as nature. If we only ac- 
cepted, or believed, what was free from objections, 
we should believe nothing. The whole course of 
nature is inexplicable, and nothing can be more 
exposed to objections than our own existence itself. 
Without the light and explanation given by the 
Gospel, human life would be utterly unaccount- 
able. The inhabitants of another world would see 
so many objections and contradictions in the 
nature and condition of man, that they could 
scarcely credit the continuance in life of creatures^ 
condemned in ignorance of the object of their own 
existence to pass through a short life of suflfering 
and discontent, rendered more miserable by their 
mutual injuries and vices. Yet, men who are 
obliged to believe in their own existence, in itself 
so inexplicable, are sometimes unwilling to receive 
the light of religion which reveals to them all 
necessary truth, and removes every doubt and dif- 
ficulty^ on the ground of objections for the most 
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part caused by misapprehension or defective in- 
formation. Nature counsels humility and puts 
into our mouths a confession of our ignorance. 
Millions of secret powers are working wonders 
around us all hidden and inexplicable to us. The 
first principle of all knowledge, the action or im- 
pression of matter upon mind, and the universal 
work of growth and decay in all living things 
continually ask us, how are these wonders wrought, 
and for what end is this infinity of life and power ? 
Is this vast display designed only to amaze and 
perplex a sinfcd perishing creature like man,. for 
he alone is able to observe it? Surely religion 
which not only sheds light upon nature, but un- 
veils the divine purpose and the eternal world, 
should not be received as objectionable or impro- 
bable, but as removing objections and satisfying 
the greatest want of human nature. 

The necessity and advantage of religion should 
be sufficient to induce men gladly to receive it, 
but Grod limits not His gifts to strict justice or ab- 
solute necessity, and has surrounded the Gk)spel 
with every possible proof of its divine truth. He 
deals with us as intelligent beings, and supplies our 
understandings with the most delightftd and im- 
proving exercise in studying the internal and ex- 
ternal evidences of religion. To know the evidences 
of the Gospel is, in a great degree, to know the 
Gospel itself, and as God has set before us in the 
wonders and beauties of nature, traces of Hi& 
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goodness and power, so in tiie eridences which He 
has provided to satisfy and convince ns of the 
^ath of religion, we perceive a beautiful anangie- 
ment of the divine wisdom and goodness for the 
profit and pleasure of the minds of meiL 

It is to be feared that many intelligent peraoiiB 
deprive themselves of the benefits of leligiaai 
through attending only to the objections whitdi 
they have heard brought against the Bible, entire- 
ly disregarding its evidences ; whereas, just the 
opposite is the reasonable and natural way of act- 
ix^. How foolish would it be for a man to de&j 
that a message could be delivered at a thoiiaaiid 
miles distance in a minu^ ; or that a grub would 
turn into a butterfly because he was ignorant of 
these facts and believed them impossible, when 
the proof of their truth was before him. « All ob- 
jections vanish away before evidence ; when we 
can ascertain whether a statement is true by ex* 
amining its proofia, it is foUy to rely upon object- 
tions. No man would do so in any important 
matter of business, least of all should we do bo in 
religion. 



THE BIBLE. 



The Christian religion is not a number of tradi- 
tions handed down from so remote an antiquity 
that its origin or its truth cannot be investigated. 
It is set before us in a book which we can carefully 
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examine and judge. The Bible is not <Hie of manjr 
lecoids or histories of the creation and religious 
condition of mankind from the earUest ages. It is 
the sole account which we have of creation and of 
God's dealings with man. Throughout ages when 
tiifi human xaee were sunk in the deepest corrup- 
tkm of morals and religion, worshipping with nn- 
natural abominations, and even human sacrifices, 
toite animals, or idols, representing the vices and 
passions of men, it revealed the great first principle 
of the one holy, just, and merciful God, and de- 
livered that moral law which still governs the con- 
sciences and lives of all the civilized nations of the 
world. 

It is a very remarkable feu^t that the first page 
of the Bible describes a succession of changes in 
the condition and inhabitants of otir globe which 
were unknown for many ages, and have even been 
rog&rded as great objections against its truths but 
which recent examination of the earth's sur&ce 
have discovered to be true. The bible tells us 
that the surface of the globe, first covered by 
water, then acted upon by fire, was inhabited in 
succession by great creatures living in the waters 
and by every winged fowl, then by cattle, creeping 
thing, and beast of the earth, and last of all by 
man, created in God's own spiritual likeness^ and 
possessing from Himself an immortal souL 

This statement is contrary to aU probability^ and 
to th^ conjectures of ancient and modem philos- 
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ophers, but is confirmed by the researches of geol- 
ogy and the actual discovery of the great creatines 
living in the waters before the existence of human 
beings upon the earth. 

That a creature so imperfect, short lived, and 
subject to suffering as man, should be placed as the 
sole intelligent head of this great creation, has 
always seemed inexpUcable to the considerate 
mind ; the Bible removes the diflSculty ; it teaches 
that man did not proceed from the hands of his 
infinite Creator in his present imperfect condition, 
and that disobedience was the cause of his fall and 
of the prevalence in the world of evil and suffer- 
ing, the necessary punishment of sia Placed in 
a condition where he was not exposed to the com- 
mon temptations of mankind in our present state, 
through a rebellious and ungrateful desire of at- 
taining a higher condition than that in which he 
was formed, the first man transgressed the easy test 
of love and obedience which God had enjoined as 
the pledge and acknowledgment of his submission 
and dependance 

In the long history of man which succeeds we 
everywhere perceive the great purpose of God to 
render His creatures blessed and happy by restrain- 
ing them from sin, and by inducing them to obey 
His commandments in a life of holiness, virtue, and 
devotion. In agreement with history and the mon- 
uments of antiquity, we are informed that mankind 
abandoned the worship and service of the true 
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God, and gave themselves up to the corraptions 
of idolatry, notwithstanding the divine judgments 
constantly inflicted upon iniquity and the blessing 
bestowed upon the godly. To prevent the univer- 
sal fall of mankind into idolatry, a single family 
and nation was separated to preserve the know- 
ledge of God, and to prepare for the coming of the 
promised Saviour and spiritual King. To this na- 
tion was given a system of religious worship, re- 
presenting by various rites and ordinances the great 
sacrifice and atonement to be offered by the Saviour 
for human sins, while every particular in His life 
and teaching was foretold by a succession of in- 
spired prophets sent to prepare the world for His 
coming, and in their productions to establish the 
most conclusive proof of His divine mission. 

In innumerable examples of the divine favour 
and blessing conferred upon the pious, the Bible 
represents God as intimately associated with His 
servants and everywhere requiring from them im- 
plicit trust and love. All the writers in Holy 
Scripture evince the deepest sense of the divine 
majesty expressed in sublime declaration of the 
power and goodness of the supreme Being. The 
Bible puts into our hearts and mouths prayers of 
the most pure and humble devotion, and psalms 
and hymns of grateful love and confident depend- 
ance upon the divine goodness, so that beyond all 
doubt, it is, and ever will be the great book of 
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demotion for inankind, revealing to fheir soals a 
pure conception of God, and teaching them how to 
worship Him in spirit and in tratL 

No book ever contained so many biographies, 
each written with the design of serving as an ex- 
ample of the blessings attendant npon faith aad 
godliness, and the constant retribution npon sin. 
There are two very remarkable peculiarities in the 
sacred writers, one is that they all write as reveal* 
ing the purposes and intentions of QoA. He is 
never forgotten in any transaction however minute^ 
and we are always informed of the cause of His 
judgments and Wessings. and of the pn^oBe and 
object of all His warnings and providential 
dispensations. The other peculiarity of the writ- 
ers in the Kble is their disr^rd of their own 
credit or reputation, in constantly describing their 
own failings and sins, and the unworthy and some- 
times most impious and sinful actions of the most 
eminent personages, as Abraham, Moses, Aarao, 
David, Solomon, and other kings and prophets in 
whom the honour of their nation was most deeply in- 
terested, and from whom they derived even religiovis 
blessings. While the evil actions of their best 
men are described as to show that their minds were 
impressed by a love of truth and sincerity which 
overcame r^ard for their own credit^ they every- 
where display an intense zeal for the gloiy of Qod, 
and strive with the utmost earnestness to lead all 
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men to adore his majesty and goodness, and to 
obseire liis holy law with an obedience embracing 
the heart as wdl as the life. 

The Bible writers take no care to explain diffi* 
cnlties or remove objections, they write as conscioos 
that they are revealing necessary truth, without 
which men must wander in doubt and ignorance 
fespecting all that concerns their souls, and that 
they are making known principles and precepts 
holy, just, and good. They know that religion 
cannot but be acknowledged as a blessing, and that 
the mind which despises and rejects it is lost to its 
own eternal interest, and therefore, offering to 
mankind the ri9hes' of redemption in xinending 
blessedness they take no care to add human apol- 
ogies or explanations to the solemn and awful, yet 
loving message of salvation from God to man. 

And now, dear reader, how does your heart fed 
respecting this wonderful book ? Have you r^ar- 
ded it lightly ? Believe me, it merits your deepest 
attention, it is the testament or will of TTini who 
created ns with spiritual intelligences, and sur- 
rounded ns with living wonders, not that our souls 
should be lost in ever rolling clouds of thick 
darkness, but that taught and enlightened by His 
revealed word, we should have all needful knowledge 
and be able to love and live with Him as our 
present Ood and Fathei; enjoying peace and 
satisfaction in a holy and spiritual service, by 
which our souls may be prepared for the higher 
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blessedness which is our glorious hope. If all tliis 
is unknown to you, remember that millions of 
rejoicing Christians feel it, and live and die blessing 
God for it. They are all living witnesses that the 
Bible can enlighten and fill the soul with joy in 
Grod, and if it has not brought blessedness to your 
soul, surely the fault is your own in refusing to 
receive the message of your heavenly Father. There 
is not one sentence in it which is not written for 
your happiness, nor can anything be more surpris- 
ing than the earnestness and tenderness with which 
the God of glory beseeches us to accept the great 
salvation he provides for us. One would suppose 
that as in accepting religion we might get peace 
and blessedness, and as we could not possibly 
suffer either here or hereafter for worshipping God, 
men would embrace that which might make them 
eternally blessed, and could not possibly injure 
them, but unhappily this is not so, and many are 
found to neglect religion who have never examined 
its evidences or considered its advantages. Men 
usually investigate with great care any subject of 
earthly interest or profit, but alas, too many forget 
that they have a spiritual nature as well as a 
corporeal one, and so neglect their immortal soula 
I trust that this is not your condition my dear 
reader, but if it be so, let me now persuade you to 
regard the Bible with the interest it merits, and to 
ascertain for yourself whether it is really a rev- 
elation from God. 
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OBJBCTIONS AGAINST TH£ TBUTH AND INSPIRATION 

OF THE BIBLE. 

Perhaps you feel objections against the Bible 
which lead you to doubt or disbelieve it You find 
it hard to believe that miracles ever were wrought 
to confirm the GospeL But how else could it have 
been proved to be the word of God ? Would you 
not have expected that men who said they were 
inspired by the Buler of the universe to reveal His 
wiU would prove that He sent them by giving 
some miraculous signs to prove their divine missioni 
If they had only evidences of a natural character 
and such as this world could supply, it is plain 
that they could never have convinced men that 
they were more than ordinary teachers. There 
cannot be anything incredible in miracles, or con- 
trary to the common sense of mankind, since the 
belief in them has been general in all ages, and it 
is absolutely impossible that any communication 
or revelation from God to man could be received 
unless confirmed by signs and wonders. 

Some people think that the Bible cannot be in- 
spired because it speaks of natural things as they 
appeared to the senses and observations of men, 
and not in scientific and philosophic language ; as 
when it speaks of the sun rising or standing still, 
of the foundations of the world never being moved, 
and many such expressions. But did you ever 
consider what would have happened if the aaer ed 
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writers had spoken with scientific accuracy upon 
all natural subjecta In the first place the common 
people would never have understood them, and the 
learned would never have believed them if they 
contradicted the scientific views and discoveries of 
their age. They would not have spoken in accor- 
dance with the theories of science, which prevail 
in this or any other generation of mankind, but in 
accordance with the reality of things as known 
only to God, and it may be doubted whether such 
conceptions could be communicated to the human 
mind. Had Moses spoken in this way, his words 
would probably have been unintelligible or in- 
credible in his own age unless he had crowded 
into the Bible aU the discoveries of three thousand 
years, to bring the people up to the progress of 
science even at present, and even then his teaching 
would be set aside in the advancement of human 
knowledge. It is plain, therefore, that in using the 
language of common observation, speaking of things 
as they appear to the senses, the sacred writers 
adopted the only means of being intelligible to aU 
ages and conditions of mankind Sir Isaac Newton 
well observed that " had Moses described the pro- 
cesses of creation as distinctly as they were in 
themselves, he would have made the narrative 
tedious and confused amongst common people, and 
become a philosopher more than a prophet" 

I have heard men object against the Bible, that 
it said God had the same form as a man, and that 
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He repented, and was angry, or jealous, and re- 
vengeful, as if He were no more than a human 
being. Such persons forget that the most sublime 
descriptions ever written of the spiritual nature 
and infinite perfections of the Supreme Being, are 
to be found not only in the later, but in the earliest 
writings in the Bible. That God, who is said to 
have the heavens for his throne, and earth for his 
footstool, is surely not designed to be regarded as 
corporeal If there be one thing evident in the 
Bible, it is the desire to raise men from their gro- 
velling idolatry to a suitable conception of the one 
infinite and eternal Jehovah ; and it has been well 
observed that among such a number of writers of 
history, laws, devotional poems, and prophecies, 
there is but the one spirit and one design of setting 
forth the glory of God, and inspiring man with the 
deepest sense of adoration and spiritual worship. 
It was a necessity upon the sacred writers to use 
language of human feeling in speaking of the 
manner in which the Divine Being is affected by 
human actions. If they had not done so, they must 
have represented Him as indifferent, and having no 
connection with the life or happiness of man. 

The most common objection against the Bible is 
that it contains many errors and contradictions. 
Now, in the first place, I beg you to notice, that 
all the errors and contradictions which are sup- 
posed to exist in the Bible are only a few names, 
or dates, and unimportant sentences, not in the 
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least affecting any truth of religion, or rendering 
doubtful any part of the teaching of the Scriptare& 
But the fact is, most of these supposed errors and 
contradictions are no errors at all, but misappre- 
hensions of those who object to them. Have you 
ever considered what must have taken place in 
Older to prevent the copies of the Bible, as we now 
have them, from containing any error whatever I 
To effect this there must have been some miracu- 
lous power exerted upon all the translators and 
transcribers of the Bible, for eighteen hundred 
years, and upon all the printers of the versions of 
the Word of God in all ages. Now this would 
have completely overthrown the course of Provi- 
dence, and rendered the dispensation of the Qospel 
a religion not of faith, but of sight and sei&se ; and, 
besides, it would have been unnecessary, for it was 
within the ordinary dispensations of the Divine 
will to provide for the preservation of the Scrip* 
tures such security as to satisfy every enquirer of 
their being handed down to us uncorrupted and 
unaltered Thousands of manuscript copies, some 
of them written in the primitive ages, give us the 
fullest confidence in the authenticity of the Chris* 
tian Scriptures, while those of the Old Testament 
are surrounded with equal evidence of truth. The 
Jews, whose faithfulness in preserving the oraolea 
of God— their sacred trust — ^has always been ad^ 
mitted by their adversaries, guarded their oopies 
with the greatest oaze and reverence in the arks of 
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their synagogues. That they never dared to alter ' 
a single passage is evident, by their retaining the. 
most condemnatory accounts of their wickedness, 
and the prophetic judgments upon their nation, 
which must have excited the deepest grief in their 
minds ; and still more, by their preserving unal- 
tered all those prophecies which were constantly 
brought forward by Christians to prove that they 
had rejected and slain their promised MessiaL 

Most of the supposed contradictions are only 
differences in the accounts of writers relating the 
same events, each noticing particulars not men- 
tioned by others. It is remarkable that most of 
these contradictions are said to exist between the 
books of Kings and of Chronicles, and in the four 
Gospels ; but the authors of these books were cer- 
tainly acquainted with each other's writings, and, 
indeed, directly refer to them. When they agree, 
as they do, in almost everything, they are said to 
copy each other, and to write by concert ; and 
when they differ, their statements are supposed to 
be contradictory. But it is forgotten that writers 
cannot contradict each other, and at the same time 
write by concert and know each others writings. 
The truth is, their differences, so far from invali- 
dating their credibility, only confirm it, by proving 
the independence of each testimony, and the ab- 
sence of any care to give their writings the appear- 
ance of outward agreement, by removing whatever 
bears the appearance of a contradiction. 



54 QEOBGE BLACKBURN. 

And now let me beg you to remember, that in 
such a matter as a revelation from God, the question 
is not to be determined by objections or by answers, 
but by the actual evidence for the truth of Eevela- 
tion itself. When the proof is complete, so as to 
satisfy the mind, objections weigh but little. Thus, 
the reported discoveries of Bruce were disbelieved, 
while those of Cooke were at once received as un- 
doubted truth. Objections availed against the un- 
supported testimony of Bruce, but had no power 
against the confirmed statements of Cooke. So it 
is with Christians, those objections which seem so 
important to unbelievers are the merest trifles in 
their estimation : in fact, they only esteem them as 
worthy of regard from observing their effect upon 
the minds of those who are ignorant of the power 
and truth of the GospeL They listen to unbeliev- 
ers objecting against the truth of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, just as they would listen to blind men 
objecting to the existence of the sun. Let me, 
then, dear reader, entreat you to examine the 
Christian religion on the fair and broad principle 
of asking it whether it be a real revelation of 
Divine truth, such as the soul wants, and such as 
will give peace and blessedness ; and if it does, 
and your soul finds that it does, you will think 
little of the petty objections which are raised 
against the Divine word, that has raised you from 
doubt and estrangement from your God, to the 
enjo}rment of the pure and blessed hope which all 
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devout Christians possess, through the knowledge 
and love of the Bedeemer. 



EYIDEKGES OF THE BIBLE. 

It might have been deemed sufi&cient to submit to 
mankind a Divine revelation without any external 
evidence of its truth, since reasonable beings would 
naturally accept a Divine law, accompanied with 
spiritual blessings and promises ; but God has, at 
all times, set before man the most conclusive evi- 
dence of the truth of His revealed word. The Bible 
is, indeed, its own great evidence, in the internal 
proofs which it affords that it comes from God, and 
not from man. Its design is manifestly Divine, and 
not human, throughout labouring to lead the sinner 
to repentance, and to render men holy, devout, and 
happy. It reveals to the human mind a God clothed 
in majesty and love, and worthy of his adoration, 
and it inspires the most glorious hope of future 
blessedness. It is the book of religious faith and 
worship, and of Divine and moral law for all man- 
kind ; and in the life and teaching of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, it represents God dwelling in man, 
the example of Divine goodness, holiness, and love, 
exercised under the highest conceivable trials, to 
win men's hearts to God. The first question, then, 
to settle, in inquiring into the truth of religion, is 
respecting the Bible itself 
First. — Is the revelation which it makes of God 
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and of the soul of man necessaxy, so that without 
it we should be in ignorance and uncertainty oon- 
ceming our spiritual condition and future life ? 

Second. — Is the description which it gives of the 
Divine Being, the God of the Universe, in accord- 
ance with the inferences of our own reason, firom 
the examination of the glorious works of creation, 
and the powers of the human mind ? 

Third. — ^Does it give us a reasonable account of 
the connection between God and our souls ? and 
does it afford a satisfetctory foundation for our 
worshipping God in the spirit of love and depend- 
ance, with the assurance of the highest rewards 
for a virtuous and godly life, and corresponding 
punishment upon impenitence and sin ? 

Fourth. — ^Does it reveal a just and holy moral law 
for man, and teach him a pure and spiritual worship? 

Fifth. — ^Does it make known to man a way of 
salvation, teaching him how the infinitely just and 
holy God can justify the ungodly, loving them 
and blessing them equally with the purest and 
holiest creatures? Does it give them a Divine 
example of infinite love for the guidance of their 
hearts and lives, and to draw them to God and 
holiness by adoration and gratitude for inestimable 
blessings ? 

Sixth.— Does it assure them of Divine assistance, 
by the Spirit of God, to sanctify their hearts, and to 
help in tJl the wants and weaknesses of their souls 
whenever they seek it by prayer ? 
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If the Bible does all this, then, surely, in reason, 
we ought to confess that it most be trua No man 
doubts that bread is created for our food, or that 
light is formed that we may see by it ; in the same 
way we should judge that the truth and teaching 
of the Bible, which are so useful and necessary for 
ua, are a provision of God to supply the greatest 
wants of our spiritual nature. And here, again, I 
must remind you, my dear friend and brother, that 
in judging whether the Bible does, or does not, 
give to the soul of man aU this truth, satisfaction, 
peace, and hope, you ought not, in reason, to con- 
sider only your own case, whatever it may be ; you 
should certainly judge of it as you would judge of 
the power of any medicine for the body, and see 
whether it cured men generally, and if it did, you 
would be satisfied of its healing virtua Now, as 
to the power of religion, there can be no doubt, for 
millions bear the strongest testimony to it ; and if 
it has not saved and blessed your soul, it is not 
because it cannot do so, but because you have 
either rejected it altogether, or have not really and 
earnestly taken it, to cure all the ignorance, sin, 
misery, and necessities of your souL 

I say, again, that if the religion of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, does satisfy and bless the souls 
of the millions who really receive it, that ought to 
beenough for you and me to incline us to accept 
it gladly, as we would do any other great good we 
needed ; and we must justly blame ourselves if 
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ouF souls are not saved through our refusing the 
Gbspel, which we see and hear is bringing peace 
and salvation to the hearts of thousands around us. 
The mercy of God has, however, given us conclu- 
sive proofs of the truth of the Gospel ; and as, I 
know, there are many of my brethren of the work- 
ing classes who think that reUgion has no sufficient 
evidences, I shall try with 6od*s help, as shortly as 
I can, to submit to your consideration some of the 
chief proofs of the truth of Eeligion. 



MIRACLES. 

If men were to present themselves before us, and 
t^U us they were inspired by God, to reveal to us 
a message from Him, which He required us to 
receive and obey, we would at once ask these men 
what proof they could give us that God had sent 
them. We would ask them, as God was omnipo- 
tent, to give us some miraculouB sign from Him- 
seK, to convince us of their truth ; and thus we 
see that miracles are the natural, and indeed the 
only reasonable, way in which the revelation of 
religion could be satisfactorily proved. 

A little consideration will show, that as the first 
preachers, or promulgators of religion, might natu- 
rally be expected to confirm their teaching by mi- 
racles, so it would be impossible, in accordance 
with the course of nature, that all the preachers of 
religion, in all ages, should attest their truth by 
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performing miracles. They would then be so 
common as to lose their effect, and men would 
cease to labour for the preservation of their lives, 
6r to use the natural means of obtaining food, or 
other necessaries, depending upon a miraculous 
power to supply their wants. 

We find that the Divine provision respecting 
the Christian revelation exactly corresponded with 
these inferences from reason. Let us see whether 
the miracles, wrought by the Apostles, or first 
preachers of the Gospel, come up to our highest 
conceptions of such evidence. 

First — ^They were numerous: — Multitudes of 
sick, with every disease and infirmity — ^those who 
were bom bUnd, lame, dumb, maimed, leperSj 
idiots, insane, and even the dead, restored to per- 
fect health and strength in a moment, and without 
the use of any medicine. 

Second. — ^The miracles were not wrought in se- 
cret, or in one place, but in every town and country, 
in the most public places ; the sick and infirm being 
brought in crowds to be cured, in open daylight, 
before all the people. Those who were healed, and 
raised from the dead, living afterwards to testify of 
their miraculous cure. 

Third. — ^These miracles were not wrought by 
priests, or persons of power and influence, in the 
midst of friends and followers, but by poor men, 
without any supporters or means of deception, and 
in the midst of their enemies, who had on theif 
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side the whole power of the state and of religion, 
as well as the fietvour of the people. 

Fourth. — The miiacles were not signs, or prodi- 
gies, which might be efiTected by artifice, or the 
power of imagination, nor were they wrought upon 
any one class or condition of persons, or upon 
those who gave any payment, or recompense for 
the benefit which they received. The miracles 
were always wrought with a moral and religious 
object^ of inducing those who were cured to give 
up their sins, and to lead a godly life. 

Fifth. — The Lord and his Apostles received no 
temporal advantage from the miracles which they 
wrought, which, on the contrary, brought upon 
them trouble and persecution. There is no ap* 
pearance of their having any personal object, or 
design, in selecting the objects of their miraculous 
cures. They continued throughout their lives suf- 
fering poverty and affictioa 

Sixth. — All their miracles were capable of cer- 
tain detection, if there had been any deception or 
artifice : and some of them were of such import- 
ance to the rulers of the nation, who were desirous 
of destroying their credit with the people, that if 
it were possible they would have disproved the 
miraculous power of the Apostles. 

It is plain that this description of the miracles 
narrated in the Gospel come up to our highest 
conception of miraculous power, designed to con- 
firm a revelation from Qod ; but the question pre- 
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aents itself^ what evidence have we that the 
acoount of these miracles is true ? It is important 
to notice that the writers have all the appearance 
of truthfulness and sincerity. They everywhere 
inculcate the religious obligations of strict truth- 
fulness, and the absolute sinfulness in the sight of 
God of any kind of deception. I^ therefore^ they 
themselves were habitual deceivers, and pretenders 
to perform miracles by the power of.Glod^ we must 
suppose, what is hard to believe, that a number of 
simple 'and apparently sincere and pious men, were 
guilty of the most impious deception, in order to 
teach men to observe truth and holines& 

It is in the highest degree improbable that even 
a few persons should combine together for such a 
design, and carry it on without discovery, but that 
a large body of men should persevere for years, 
pretending to work miracles in the sight of the 
people, in confirmation of a religion which they 
knew to be false, without any one of them ever 
desisting £rom the undertaking, or confessing the 
deception, is almost incredible, and becomes com- 
pletely so when we add^ that they gained nothing 
by their preaching but injury and persecution, and 
that they maintained the truth of their testimony 
under torture and death, dying with joy at being 
enabled thus to confirm their sincerity and truth. 

How can we believe that the disciples of the 
Lord Jesus Ohrist, who lived in His company fox 
yearsy could pass their lives declaring that He per- 
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formed innumerable miracles in their sight, and 
that He lived many days with them after His cru- 
ciiixion, if they knew that all this was false, and 
if all they gained by declaring it was certain per- 
secution and death ? Such conduct would be alto- 
gether incredible. The preachers of false miracles 
are always either deceivers, who have some perso- 
nal object in misleading others, or are the dupes of 
artful and dishonest men ; but the Apostles could 
not have been deceived, they must have known 
whether the miracles of Christ were real or not ; 
and they were not deceivers, for every personal 
interest and inducement would have led them to 
deny Christ, rather than to be hated by all men 
for testifying to His truth. Nothing is more cer- 
tain, from history, than that Jews and heathens, 
with aU the power of the Soman Government, 
persecuted and destroyed the preachers and disci- 
ples of Christ, and it is equally certain that they 
died constantly affirming the truth of the GospeL 
Is it possible that many hundreds of men, living 
under the strictest rules of virtue and devotion, 
should conspire to declare that Jesus Christ had 
risen from the dead, and wrought many wonderful 
works in their sight and knowledge ; bringing 
upon themselves the loss of aU things by their 
testimony ; and yet that not one of them should 
ever have confessed, under the severest torture, 
that they had been guilty of any deception, but, on 
the contrary, that they should have all died le- 
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joicing that they were counted worthy of sufferiBg 
shame and death for His name and gospel ? 

It is too often, unhappily, the case, that those 
who disbelieve the religion and truth of Jesus 
Christ, are content with ridiculing the Scriptures, 
rather than carefully examining them ; but if they 
would impartially read the Gospels and Epistles of 
St Paul, I am persuaded that they would feel that 
they were reading real writings of sincere and 
earnest men, speaking from their hearts ttieir 
strong convictions. There never were any writings 
so completely free from every trace of deception 
and selfishness, and so marked by genuine sincerity. 
It is utterly impossible to suppose that their at- 
tachment to Christ, and their zeal for His gospel, 
were fiJl pretended. Let those who desire to know 
whether the Epistles of St. Paul were real letters, 
actually written by him to the churches, read, in 
Dr. Paley's " Horse Paulinas," the undesigned coin- 
cidences between the Epistles and the history of 
the Acts of the Apostles ; and if he should after- 
wards believe them to be fabrications, it may be 
said of such a person that he can believe anything, 
or can believe nothing. 

But these considerations, however important, are 
not the most positive evidence of the miracles 
wrought by Christ and the Apostles ; the plain 
«nd conclusive proof that they did so, is the 
fact, that the witnesses of Christ were able to 
satisfy and. convince a great body of the Jewish 
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people, of all ranks and classes, that their testimony 
was true, and to persuade them to accept it, in op- 
position to aU their national and religious preju- 
dices ; and to suffer grievous persecution through 
professing to believe in it. It is true, deceivers 
have often pretended to work miracles, and per- 
suaded many to believe in their pretended power. 
But their false miracles were wrought in obacuxity, 
upon a comparatively small number of persons, and 
in the midst of those who were favourable to their 
cause, or for the support of some existing religion 
or interest ; and in most cases the supposed miracles 
were trivial in their nature, performed before a small 
number of persons^ and borne witness to by those 
who had a personal interest in their being believed. 
In all these respects they were completely opposite 
to the miracles of the Gospel, but still more so in 
their effects. The credit of all false miracles soon 
died away, and was only supported by superstition 
among the ignorant ; but the effect of the miraclea 
of Christ was to overcome the greatest incredulity 
and opposition, to win over enemies to the fizraest 
faith, and to establish the Gk)spel as the religion of all 
civilized nations. When a fact has been carefnlly 
examined, and its witnesses have satisfied those 
who have investigated into its truth, we naturally 
believe it to have taken place. Now, we may 
eonfidently say, that no facts ever took place which 
had so many cUsinterested, zealous, and trustworthy 
witnesses, as the mirades recorded in the Goq«l ; 
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and no testimony ever experienced such opposition 
as theirs did, or convinced such multitudes of per- 
sons in the highest degree prejudiced against their 
statements. The miracles of our Lord, therefore, 
possess the strongest possible evidence, and such 
as should produce in our minds the firmest con- 
viction of their tratL 



JEWISH RELIGION AND WORSHIP PREPARATORY AND 

TYPICAL. 

GrBOWTH and development of perfection, through 
Buocessive preparatory conditions and changes, 
^eem to be the law of human nature in spiritual as 
well as material things. It is, therefore, natural to 
suppose that Divine Providence, designing a per- 
fect dispensation for the souls of men, would pre- 
pare for it by revealing a preceding system of 
religion, from which it would naturally come forth 
as its completion, and which would serve subse- 
quently to explain the nature, and confirm the 
truth of the more perfect dispensation, to which it 
had been introductory. It was thus that Divine 
Providence prepared the Jewish dispensation, as 
the introduction and preparation for the Gk>speL 
To the Jews was given a religion, all the rights 
and ceremonies of which were types, or represen- 
tations, of the life and atonement of Christ, as well 
as a succession of prophets, describing every event 
in the Gospel history. It was also so anao^ed, 
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that in all the cities of the Soman empire assem* 
blies of Jews were residing at the birth of Christy 
expecting the Bedeemer promised in the prophe- 
cies, and prepared to ascertain whether he fulfilled 
the predictions of their sacred writers. 

It is very remarkable that, while the Jewish 
worship consisted wholly of sacrifices, it was a 
principle of their sacred Scriptures that there was 
no virtue in the blood of bulls and of goats, to take 
away sin, and that the sacrifices continually ofiered 
year by year, could never purify the conscience ; 
they must, therefore, have had relation to a sacri- 
fice which could really atone for the sins of man- 
kind in the new and better covenant, or Testa- 
ment, so often promised by the prophets. (Jer. 
xxxL 31.) 

When Abraham took his son Isaac, to offer him 
up as a burnt-offering upon the top of Mount Mo- 
riah (the place of Christ's crucifixion nineteen 
hundred years afterwards), we can scarcely doubt 
that the object was to represent the sacrifice of the 
Lord Jesus. So, when the high priest, on the great 
day of the annual atonement, took two goats, and, 
laying both his hands upon the head of one of them, 
confessed over him all the sins and transgressions 
of the people, " putting them upon the head of the 
goat/' and then sending him away with them into 
the wilderness, the design is quite plain, of leading 
Hie people to look for One on whose head their 
rins should really be laid, and taken away from 
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them for ever. The other goat, and a bullock, 
sacrificed as a sin-oflfering, the high priest sprink- 
ling their blood upon the heads of the people, and 
bearing the remainder of it into the holy of holies, 
representing the place where God dwelleth, and 
there offering it before the mercy-seat, with prayers 
and intercessions for the people, is as exact a re- 
presentation of the sacrifice of Christ for our sins 
as can be imagined. 

Morning and evening, a lamb, without blemish 
and without spot, was sacrificed upon the temple 
altar ; and, for every sin, or defilement, the Jew 
was taught to offer an innocent animal to die in 
his stead, under the great principle that " by the 
law all things are purified by blood, and that 
without shedding of blood there is no remission 
of sin." 

The rights of the Jewish worship, regarded singly, 
may appear unworthy, or unmeaning ; but consi- 
dered as a comprehensive system, they will be 
found exact resemblances, or shadows, of the good 
things that were to come in the GospeL They pre- 
pared the Jews to comprehend and accept the One 
sacrifice once offered for the sins of the whole 
world by the true Lamb of God, and looked back 
upon by Christians in the light of the Gospel, they 
show the unity of the Divine purpose in foresha- 
dowing the atonement and mediation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and so tend to elucidate and confirm 
the great truth of revelatioa 
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PEOPHBCY. 

We have seen that a perpetuation of miracles 
would have interfered with human exertion, in the 
use of the ordinary, means of obtaining the things 
necessary to our well-being ; but, by a wonderful 
provision of Divine goodness, God has established 
a perpetual miracle in confirmation of the Gospel, 
addressed to the understandings of men, which all 
who will take the pains of examining, may ascer- 
tain for themselvea The Bible is a Divine history 
of the past, the present, and the future, and there* 
fore must give us all the information which we 
require for the direction of our lives, and the en- 
lightenment of our souls, as well as to confirm and 
animate our faith and devotion, by the assurance 
of present support and future blessedness. We 
Christians are quite willing that unbelievers should 
try the Scriptures by the highest standard which 
they can imagine ; and, we believe, it is objected 
to far less from any supposed imperfection in its 
precepts^ promises, or provisions of mercy and sal- 
vation, than because of the infinite holiness and 
glory which it reveala It would, then, not come 
up to what we might suppose possible for our 
instruction, and the confirmation of our faith and 
hope, if it did not give ws information respecting 
the future: that is to say, if it did not contain 
prophecies respecting such future events as it may 
be profitable for us to know, and look forward to. 
Besides, if it were the purpose of God to send a 
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Saviour to the human race» we might suppose that 
He would prepare the minds of men to expect and 
receive Him, by previously revealing to them His 
intention, by prophecies, describing the character 
and office of the Bedeemer, and the blessings He 
would bestow upon mankind ; otherwise, they 
could scarcely be expected to acknowledge Him, 
and would be without one great means of ascer*- 
taining His truth. 

We can easily understand how such prophecies, 
when fulfilled, would constitute a most conclusive 
evidence of the truth of religion for ever, and would 
possess advantages beyond any other miraculous 
proofs. They stand quite independent of human 
agency : on the one hand, there is the declaration 
from God, of what would take place ; and on the 
other, are the events in future ages coming to pass, 
and fulfilling the predictions. It is Providence 
fulfilling prophecy, both being directed by the 
same Divine purpose and power. It is also an 
intellectual miracle, which time cannot weaken, 
and which is not confined to a few observers, but 
is open to every human mind that has sufficient 
interest in its own enlightenment to examine the 
prophecies of Holy Scriptura 

Let me trust that you and I, dear reader, can 
feel the importance of this inquiry. Surely if it be 
true, that the Buler of the universe has mercifully 
revealed to us His own eternal purposes, and the 
future dispensations of His providence, it must be 
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the most grievous ingratitude, as well as calamity 
to us, if we neglect the information which He 
offers, and so lose the firm conviction which it 
would give us of the truth of reUgion. Let us 
not forget that evidences requiring examination 
and thought are the only proofs which could be 
given to us without violating our moral and in- 
tellectual nature and faculties; these God has 
endowed us with, and it cannot be, but that they 
must be employed and exercised in discovering the 
truth of religion as well as all other trutL Grod 
has revealed to us His will and the means of our 
redemption, and has surrounded it with every 
evidence of its truth for us to Employ and thereby 
improve our moral and intellectual faculties in in- 
vestigating and considering the Holy Scriptures ; 
and if we neglect this privilege we must endure 
the irreparable loss of divine light and truth, and 
the salvation which they bring to the souls of 
men- This is the common course of nature. We 
always find that those who neglect the means and 
opportunity of acquiring knowledge must suffer 
the evUs of ignorance, and what can be more sad 
than the condition of a mind benighted and in- 
capable of exercising its natural faculties through 
wilful neglect of divine knowledge ; great indeed 
is the degradation and darkness of a soul ignorant 
of its own use, power, nature, and prospects, as 
well of its connection with the infinite Spirit in 
whom it lives. 
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Now, in respect of the Scripture prophecies, as 
well as all the other evidences or attributes of the 
Christian religion, we are content that they should 
be tried by the highest conception which we can 
form of what divine predictions might be, and as 
fer as I can judge the foUowing particulars describe 
such a conceptioa 

First — The Scripture prophecies should not be 
a few ambiguous descriptions of events probable 
in themselves, or such as might be conjectured or 
guessed at They should be very numerous and 
complete, forming a prophetic histoiy embracing 
aU the great events affecting the temporal and 
more especially the religious condition of mankind. 

Second. — The clearest evidence should be provi- 
ded to prove that the prophecies were written ages 
before the events which they predict, and that they 
were really fulfilled, so that there may be no doubt 
that the prophecy corresponds with what actually 
took place, or with the condition of things which 
it describes. It is also of importance that the 
events foretold and the influence which the fore- 
knowledge of them would produce upon the minds 
and conduct of men should be of such importance 
as to induce us to believe that the Divine Being 
would reveal them for the good of mankind. 

Third. — The prophecies should not be so clear 
and plain that men might be led intentionally to 
fulfil them or to counteract them as suited their 
own advantage. To avoid this, it would be neces« 
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sary that the prophecies should generally be so 
obscure as not to be fully understood before their 
fulfilment, and at the same time should be so 
definite and distinct that their meaning should be 
distinctly known after their completion. This 
necessity should always be borne in mind by those 
who feel surprise at the generally figurative style 
and language of the prophets. It will be found 
that in cases where there was no danger of the 
prophecies being intentionally fulfilled or counter- 
acted their language is plain and literal. In other 
cases it is figurative, as for example, when the Lord 
Jesus, whose predictions are generally clear and 
explicit^ when speaking of any event which might 
have been counteracted, does not say literally that 
He should be crucified, but that " He should be 
lifted up as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness," and His meaning, thus figuratively 
expressed, though previously unintelligible, was as 
plain after his crucifixion as if he had spoken 
literally. 

Fourth. — The object and design of the writers of 
these prophecies should not be to promote their 
own personal or national interest, reputation, or 
prejudices. They should exhibit every proof of 
sincerity and of their being influenced by a strong 
sense of religion and truth, striving to dissuade 
men from vice, and to impress upon them the 
duty and advantage of a godly and religious life. 
As prophets inspired of God, it might be expected 
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that they woiild write in an exalted strain, under 
high conceptions of the divine majesty, endeavour* 
ing to promote the glory of God as holy, just, and 
good, ever showing mercy to the humble and visit- 
ing with judgments the wicked and impenitent 

Let us now briefly consider some of the chief 
prophecies in Holy Scripture, remembering that 
though the evidence afforded by any one of them 
may not be conclusive, the whole of them com- 
bined together are calculated to establish in the 
mind the strongest possible conviction of the divine 
inspiration of the Bible. 

To the first great inquiry which presents itself, 
viz : — " How are we to know that the prophecies 
were written before the events they describe," I 
answer, God has provided a whole nation of disin- 
terested, unwilling, and therefore in the highest 
degree credible witnesses. The Jews, to whom 
were committed the oracles of God, have ever 
preserved the Holy Scriptures with the most 
scrupulous care and fidelity, counting the very 
letters in making their copies, and guarding them 
with great reverence in sacred arks of their syna- 
goguea A la^e proportion of the prophecies, in- 
cluding those describing the promised Messiah^ 
and the most of those relating to themselves are 
completely opposed to their wishes and prejudices, 
and such as they would erase from the Holy 
Scriptures if it were possible, and if they were not 
prevented by their veneration for the word of 
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God. Indeed, so conscious are their rabbies that 
the prophecies of the Messiah were fulfilled in the 
Lord Jesus Christ that they have prohibited the 
people from attempting to put any interpretation 
upon the prophecies of DanieL In addition to 
this evidence we have translations and comments 
upon the Hebrew Scriptures written two or three 
centuries before the birth of Christ, in which the 
prophecies are as we now have them ; and a long 
succession of writers, Jewish and Christian, 
quoting and referring to the same prophetic scrip- 
tures. We may observe, that if the prophecies 
were not written by the prophets, but were fabri- 
cations under their names, it is impossible to con- 
ceive how they could have been received and 
acknowledged without any doubt or opposition, of 
which there is not the slightest evidence or record. 
It is quite incredible that any Jew would fabricate, 
or that the priests and people would receive as the 
scriptures of the prophets, writings describing the 
idolatry and iniquities of the priests, kings, and 
people, and denouncing the most dreadful judg- 
ments of God upon the nation. In fact, so far are 
the prophecies from in any way resembling what 
the Jews would have desired them to be, and 
what they would have been if they were Jewish 
inventions, we have the most positive and united 
testimony of ancient writers that the authors of 
the prophecies were put to death through the 
general indignation caused by their writings. If 
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all this, and much more that might be added, is 
not sufficient to convince us that the prophecies 
are the genuine writings of the prophets, there 
still remains one actual and visible proof before 
our eyes. If what has taken place since the coming 
of Christ, and what is now existing, were cleariy 
foretold and described in prophecy then, I suppose, 
incredulity itself cannot deny the inspiration of 
Scripture. Let us see if this be the case, and first 
let us consider the prophecies respecting the Jews. 



PROPHECIES CONCERNING THE JEWS. 

The first prediction was the promise to Abraham 
that his seed should ''be multiplied as the stars of 
heaven, and as the sand upon the sea shore," that 
the land of Canaan should be given to them as a 
possession for ever, and that " in his seed," or by 
one descended from him, "all the nations of the 
earth should be blessed." (Gea xii. 2, xxvi 4, xii 3.) 

It was foretold that God would raise up among 
them a " prophet like unto Moses," and would put 
his words into his mouth, and the judgments of God 
are denounced against those who should not hearken 
" to the words of the Lord which that prophet should 
speak in the Lord's name." (Deut. xviii. 16.) 

In the 28th chapter of Deuteronomy Moses 
foretells the calamities which the Jews should 
suffer as a judgment upon them for rejecting the 
promised prophet and Saviour, and for their sins 
and idolatriea 
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The Lord would biing against them from the 
end of the earth a fierce nation, without mercy for 
the old or the young: their cities should be 
besieged, and in the straitness of the siege, the 
delicate women among them should eat the flesh of 
their own children. Multitudes should be slain, 
so that they should be lefb few in number, but 
they should not utterly be destroyed. So many 
should be sold for slaves that no one would be 
found to buy them. They should be rooted out of 
their own land, and be scattered among all nations, 
and removed into all the kingdoms of the earth. 
They should be oppressed and spoiled evermore, 
and crushed always. Their sons and their daughters 
should be taken from them, and they should be 
mad for the sight of their eyes which they should 
sea They should become an astonislmient, a 
proverb, and a bye word among all nations. Their 
plagues should be wonderfcd and of long continu- 
ance, and should be upon them for a sign and for 
wonder, 

"Your cities are burnt with fire; your land 
strangers devour it in your presence, and it is 
desolate as overthrown by strangers. Fear not 
saith the Lord, for I will not make a full end of 
thee." (IsaL L 7 ; Jer. xlvi 28.) 



PBOPHBOV OF CHBIST RESPECTIKO JBB08ALEM AlID 

THE JEWEL 

The Lord Jesus instructed His disciples that before 
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that generation should pass away, or mthin forty 
years, Jerusalem would be destroyed (Luke xxL 
32.) 

There would be a time of wars and tumults, and 
they "should see Jerusalem compassed with 
armies," "then ttie desolation thereof draweth 
nigL" "They should fall by the edge of the 
sword, and should be led away captive into all 
nations, and Jerusalem should be trodden down of 
the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled." " There should not be one stone upon an- 
other that should not be thrown down." (Luke xxL) 

"The abomination of desolation," or idols and 
idolatrous armies '' should stand in the holy place " 
or templa " In those days there should be afflic- 
tion such as was not from the beginning of the 
creation." " Woe unto them that are with child, 
and to them that give suck in those days, for then 
shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon 
this people." (Mark xiii 14, 19 ; Luke xxL 1 9, 23.) 

The account given by Josephus exactly corres- 
ponds with our Saviour's description. " No city," 
says he, " ever suffered such things as Jerusalem, 
if all the misfortunes of all nations from the be- 
ginning of the world were compared with theirs. 
Eleven hundred thousand people perished in the 
siege, starved, burnt to death, or slain. Many 
thousands were killed by wild beasts in the 
theatres, and multitudes were sold as slaves or 
sent to the mines." 
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The judgments upon them corresponded with their 
sin. They said to Pilate, ''release not this man to 
us, but Barabbas the robber," and Josephus tells us 
that bands of robbers devastated the whole country 
and all the open towns, plundering and murdering 
the inhabitants. 

They said, " Crucify him, crucify him ; his blood 
be on us and on our children." The Jewish historian, 
who was an eye witness, tells us that the Soman 
soldiers caught daily above five hundred Jews 
trying to escape from the city, and ** nailed those 
they caught, one after one way and another after 
another, to crosses, by way of jest, when their 
multitude was so great that room was wanting for 
the crosses, and wood wanting to make crosses for 
the bodies." This was done without the walls, 
probably in the very place where they had crucified 
Jesu& 

They rejected the true Messiah or Christ, and 
they were deceived and led to destruction by false 
prophets and Christs, who persuaded them to rebel 
against the Bomans, promising them deliverance 
and freedom. 

They crucified Jesus by false accusation, under 
pretence of His endangering the safety of the city, 
lest '' Csesar should come and take away their place 
and nation," if they acknowledged Jesus as the 
Christ ; but C<Bsar did come and utterly destroy 
their name and natioa They sought, by murdering 
Christ and His disciples, to extinguish His religion 
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and Gospel, but they are preserved, suffering the 
divine judgments foretold by the prophets, to be 
living witnesses of the truth of the Gospel, and of 
those prophecies by which it is confirmed. 

Every considerate reader will feel that these are 
very remarkable prophecies. They may be obsti- 
nately rejected, but they cannot be explained away. 
There is the prophecy whose ancient date is certain, 
here is the fulfilment before our eyes. Let the 
unbeliever tell us how Moses could, two thousand 
five hundred years ago, so accurately and particu- 
larly describe the extraordinary history and condi- 
tion of the Jewish nation ? But the prophecies go 
beyond the present time, and we are distinctly told 
the future history of the Jews. They will not always 
continue in unbelief, under judgments, and outcasts 
from the land given to them for an everlasting 
possession, and therefore preserved for them vacant 
during their eighteen hundred years of banishment. 

The prophet Hosea says, (chap. iiL 4,) "The 
children of Israel shall abide many days without 
a king and without a prince, and without a sacri- 
fice, and without an image, and without an Ephod, 
and without teraphim. Afterward shall the 
children of Israel return, and seek the Lord their 
God, and David," (or Christ the Son of David) 
" their Eling, and shall fear the Lord and his good- 
ness in the latter days." (See also Ezek. xxxiv. 23.) 

Isaiah says (xi 10,) in the days of the Messiah 
'' it should come to pass that the Lord should set 
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His hand again the second time to Tocover the 
temnant of his people which shall be left " out of 
all the nations of the world. " He should assemble 
the outcasts of Israd and gather together the dis- 
persed of Judah from the four comers of the 
earth." Jerusalem, said our Lord, should be trodden 
down by the Gentiles till their times be f ulfiUed, 
and St Paul states that ''blindness in rejectiDg 
Christ is happened to Israel, until the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in, and so all Israel shall be 
saved." When, he says, their conversion will be a 
cause of great blessing in the whole world. (Bono. 
3± 25 ; 12 ; 15.) The accomplishment of this 
prophecy draweth nigh, we see all things tending 
to its fulfilment. Let any one consider that when 
it was spoken the Christian Church was confined 
to a few persecuted Jew& The prophet could, 
however, see in the distant future the fulnesB of 
the Gentiles, or the Gospel embracing in its bosom 
aU nations and languages, and among the last the 
Jews, at length delivered from the veil which so 
long blinded them that they could not see in Jesus 
the glory of Israel, returning to their Lord, and to 
David their Prince, brought back to their own 
land and confirming the truth of the Gospel as 
much in their restoration as by the judgments upon 
tiiem during their long exile. 

MINfiVEB. 

Trb kingdoms of this world aie» as we might 
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expect, referred to or described in Holy Scripture 
joet as far as they are connected with the hiiBtoiy 
of the Jews, and as they exercised an influence 
upon religioa We thus find that the great em- 
pires of antiquity are all subjects of prophecy, and 
as the evidence which we receive of the truth of 
Scripture, £rom prophecy, depends mainly upon 
the number and fulness of the predictions, it is 
well that we should examine whether all that the 
Bible foretold concerning these kingdoms agreed 
with their history and conditionr 

Nineveh was an exceeding great city, sixty miles 
in eircumference ; Isaiah foretold that God would 
send against it a nation ** to execute his anger, and 
give them a charge to take the spoils and to take 
the prey, and to tread them down Uke mire in the 
streets." (Isaiah x. 6.) Nahum predicted that 
they should be taken ** while they were drunken, 
as drunkards they shall be devoured as stubble 
fuUy dry." 

'' The gates of the rivers shall be opened, and 
the palace shall be dissolved," '' with an over-flow- 
iag flood, he will make an utter end of the place 
thereof/* '' and take the spoil of the silver and the 
spoil of the gold, there is no end of the store." 

*' The Lord will stretch out his hand and destroy 
Assyria^ and make Nineveh a desolation, and diy 
like a wilderness, ilocks shall lie down in the 
midst of her, all the beasts of the nations. The 
oonnotaat and bittem shall lodge in it Desolatioii 

a 
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Bhall be in ber tbresbolds. This is tbe rejoicing 
city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her hearty 
< I am and there is none beside me ; ' how is she 
become a desolation, a place for beasts to lie down 
in ! Every one that passeth by her shall hiss and 
wag his hand. All that look upon thee shall flee 
from, thee, and say Nineveh is laid waste.** 
(Nahum. xi.) 

The Greek historians relate that Arbaces being 
informed by deserters of the negligence and dnm- 
kenness of the inhabitants of Nineveh, assaulted 
them in the night, took their camp, and slew great 
numbers, forcing the rest into the city. They also 
relate that the river Tigris overflowing the city 
and breaking down twenty-four furlongs of the 
walls, the king of Nineveh burnt himself and his 
palace with all his treasures, the enemy entering 
through the breach in the walls, slaying many of 
the inhabitants and collecting many talents of gold 
and silver. 

Travellers describe the present condition of 
Nineveh in the very words of the Prophets, so 
accurately do their predictions agree with its actual 
condition. 



BABYLON. 



Babylon is desctibed by Greek historians as being 
fifty miles in circumference, the capital of the 
Cbaldean or Babylonian empire, the richest and 
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strongest city in the world. The Scriptural 
writers call it "Great Babylon, the glory of the 
kingdoms, the golden city." Its walls were 350 
feet high and 87 feet thick Such a city might 
seem in little danger of being abandoned and for- 
gotten. It was hei boast, " I shall be a lady for 
ever. I am, and none else beside me." Cyrus, 
TCing of Persia, and son-in-law of the King of 
Media» besieged Babylon 539 years before Christy 
with an army of Medes and Persians. He turned 
the water of the Euphrates, which flowed through 
Babylon into canals and lakes, enabling his soldiers 
to march along the bed of the river, drained of its 
water, and so enter the city while the gates of the 
wall along the banks were unguarded, the inhab- 
itants drinking and revelling at the great feast of 
BaaL Three thousand of the chiefs of the Baby- 
lonians were slain and the walls partly broken 
down. The river was never restored to its channel, 
and the country round the city became a marsL 
Babylon gradually decayed, and all that remains of 
it at present are great mounds and heaps of ruins, 
filled with wild beasts and serpents in the midst of 
a desolate marshy plain. 

Isaiah writes concerning Babylon, "Go up 
Mam," that is Persia^ "besiege Media." (xxi. 2.) 
Jeremiah says, "The Lord hath raised up the 
spirit of the Kings of the Medes, for his desire is 
against Babylon to destroy it" He also says that 
t^ey were terrified and hid themselves within their 
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walls, '' tliey forbore to fight, thej remained in their 
holds." (ILll, 30.) 

It was also foretold that the waters of the river, 
which was deep and broad, should be dried up. 
He saith ''to the deep, be dry, and I will dry up 
thy rivers." (Isaiah xliv. 27.) '* A drought is upon 
her waters, and they shall be dried up." *' I wiU 
dry up her sea, and make her springs dry." (Jer. 
L 38, 61.) 

Jeremiah also describes the drunkenness of the 
soldiers. '' I have laid a snare for thee, thou art 
found and also caught" ''In their heat I will 
make their feasts^ and I will make them drunken 
that they may rejoice and sleep a perpetual sleep 
and not wake, saith the Lord." " And I will make 
drunk her princes and her wise men, her captains^ 
and her rulers and her mighty men." (Jer. L 24 ; 
li 39, 57.) 

Isaiah thus describes its desolation, and that it 
would never be inhabited. " Babylon, the glory of 
kingdoms, shall be as when God overthrew Sodom 
and Gomorrah. It shall never be inhabited, nei- 
ther shall it be dwelt in fix>m generation to genera* 
tion : neither shall the Arabian pitch tent there : 
neither shall the shepherds make their fold there : 
but wild beasts of the desert shall be th6re> and 
their houses shall be full of doleful creatures .... 
and dragons, 'or serpents' shall be in her pleasant 
places." I will make it a possession for the bittem« 
and pools of water^ and I will sweep it with the 
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besom of deatruction aaiih the Lord of Hosts. 
(xiiil9; xiv;22.) 

So also Jeremiah, " Because of the wrath of the 
Lord, it shall not be inhabited, but it shall be 
wholly desolate. Every one that goeth by Babylon 
shall be astonished and hiss at her plague. Baby- 
Ion is become a desolation among the nations, and 
beasts of the desert shall dwell therein, it shall be 
no more inhabited for ever." ** Babylon shall be- 
come heaps, a dwelling place for dragons, an 
astonishment without an inhabitant The sea,*' 
(waters of the river Euphrates,) " is come up upon 
Babylon, she is covered with the multitude of the 
waves, her cities are a desolation." (H 13, 26, 29, 
42.) 

Isaiah describes the waggons groaning under 
the immense stone idols of Babylon, carried away 
by the conquerors, similar to those now in the 
British Museum. "Bel boweth down, Ncbo 
stoopeth, their idols were upon the beasts and 
upon the cattle : your carriages were heavy loaden ; 
they are a burden to the weary beasts." (xlvi 1 ; 
Jer. li 44.) 

We may notice that Nineveh and Babylon were 
both devoted to the worship of Baal (or the sun)^ 
and that they sought to destroy the worshippers of 
the true Grod, and to compel all nations to acknow- 
ledge BaaL Their worship, like that of all forms 
of idolatry, consisted in cruel sacrifices and impure 
rites, an abomination in the sight of a Holy God* 
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It was, therefore, a direct contest between idolatrj 
and true religion which of them should prevail 
among mankind. God sent Prophets to Nineveh, 
and gave to the Babylonians, especially through 
Daniel, in the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, many 
evidences of His truth, but they preferred the 
corruptions of Baal, and were engaged in worship- 
ping him, with the sacred vessels taken from the 
temple of the Lord in Jenisalem, when the judg- 
ment came upon them, and their city was taken by 
Cyrus. 

So far from there having been any probability of 
the fulfilment of the prophecies respecting Babylon, 
it must have seemed almost impossible, not only 
when they were delivered, but for many centuries 
afterwards, for Babylon was a considerable city 
long after the time of Christ, yet do we find the 
description given of it by the prophets as minute 
and exact as if they were eye-witnesses of its 
actual condition at the present time; 



EGYPT. 

The intercourse between the Jews and Egyptians 
caused frequent reference to Egypt in the Holy 
Scriptures. Egypt was the mother of idolatry, and 
from her other nations learned to worship birds 
and beasts, and creeping things. Egypt had been 
the cruel oppressor of the Israelites and the enemy 
of true religion, as well the corrupter of mankind» 
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by Hie abominations practised in her religious 
mysteries, which were so impure that they were pro- 
hibited even by the heathen Somans. 

The Greek historians relate the conquest of 
Egypt, by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and 
its subsequent desolation by civil wars in accordance 
with the prophecy of EzekieL 

'* Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, he and his 
people with him, the trouble of the nations, shall 
be brought to destroy the land, and they shall dra\i^ 
their swords against Egypt and fill the land with 
slain. And I will make the land waste by the 
hand of strangers/' " The land of Egypt shall be 
desolate and waste^ and they shall know that I am 
the Lord, because he hath said, ' the river is mine, 
and I have made it' The cities shall be desolate 
forty years." (xxix. 30, 31 ; Jer. xliiL 11.) " I will 
set the Egyptians against the Egyptians, and they 
shall fight every one against his brother, and every 
one against his neighbour, city against city. And 
the spirit of Egypt shall fail (Isaiah xix. 2.) 

When Alexander the Great built the city of 
Alexandria he introduced a numerous colony of 
Jews, by whom the worship of God was established, 
and a temple built. The Jews became very nume* 
rous in E^pt ; the Scriptures were translated into 
Greek, and the knowledge of the one true God 
diffused among the heathen. This was foretold by 
the prophets Zephaniah (chap, ui 9), and Isaisdi 
(chap, xix 18; 21). 
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<' In tliat day shall fire cities in the land of 
Slgypt speak the language of Canaan, and swear to 
the Lord of Hosts ; and one shall be called Heias^'' 
the city of the Son. ** In that day there shall be 
an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of 
Egypt/' &c. *' And the Lord shall be known to 
Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know the Lord in 
that day/* &o. 

From the conquest of Egypt by Nebuchadneflear 
to the present time, it has never been an independ* 
ent kingdom, or had a native king to rule over it ; 
but has ever been governed by strangers, by whom 
it has been oppressed and spoiled. The Persians, 
Greeks, Romans, Saracens, and Turks having in 
succession had possession of the countiy, keeping 
the inhabitants in miserable oppression and slaveiy, 
so that it has ever been, as foretold, " a base king* 
dom/' subject to strangers, and without a native 
king. The following prophecies thus describe it :-— * 

'' I will sell the land of Egypt into the hand of 
the wicked ; and I will make the land waste, and 
all that is therein, by the hand of strangers ; and 
there shall be no more a prince of the land of 
Egypt It shall be the basest of kingdoms, neither 
shall it exalt itself any more above the nations : 
for I will diminish them, and they shall no more 
rule over the nations." (Ezek. xziz. 15.) 

TTBB. 

Ttrb was the great commercial city of antiquity^ 
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tiiading with all nations, and renowned for its 
wealth, and the number and greatness of its ships. 
It was taken by Nebuchadnezzar, 573 years before 
CSirist, after a siege of thirteen years ; the inha- 
bitants fleeing to their colonies in ships, with all 
their wealth They returned, and re-built their 
city, which soon recovered its prosperity. It was 
again besieged, and taken by Alexander the Great, 
who slew 8,000, and crucified 2,000 of the in- 
habitants, selling above 20,000 for slaves. Tyre 
again recovered, being aided by her colonies, and 
becoming rich and populous, flourishing for several 
centuries after the birth of Christ, until, under the 
Turks, it has fallen into decay. It is now described 
by travellers as a small village, inhabited by fish- 
ermen, who dry their nets upon the great stones 
scattered up and down upon the shore, made clean 
and smooth by the sun and waves. The inhabit- 
ants of Tyre were lifted up with pride, through 
their wealth, and their king claimed divine honours 
as being a God. Ezekiel thus prophecies concerning 
Tyre:— 

^* Say unto the Prince of Tyrus, thus saith the 
Lord : because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast 
said ^ I am a God ; I sit in the seat of God, in the 
midst of the seas ;' yet thou art a man. Because 
thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God, be- 
hold, therefore, I will bring strangers upon thee, 
the terrible of nations, they shall defile thy great- 
ness, and bring thee down to the pit'' (xxviii 2.) 
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" Thus saith the Lord God, Behold I ^mR bring 
upon Tyrus Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, with 
horses and chariots, and with much people. He 
shall slay the people by the sword, and thy strong 
garrisons shall go down to the ground." (xxvL 7.) 

" Nebuchadnezzar caused his army to serve a 
service against Tyrus. Every head was made bald, 
and every shoulder was peeled i yet had he no 
wages, nor his army for Tyrus, for the service that 
he had served against it." "Arise, pass over to 
Chittem," that is the countries bordering upon the 
Mediterranean, " the isles that are in the sea shall 
be troubled at thy departure." (xxix. 18, xxvi 18.) 
In these prophecies the length of the siege, and 
the escape of the inhabitants, with their valuable 
effects, is plainly referred to. The overthrow and 
restoration of Tyre is thus described by Ezekiel 
(xxvi 12), and by Isaiah (xxiiL 15) : — 

" They shall lay thy stones, and thy timber, and 
thy dust in the midst of the water." " Tyre shall 
be forgotten seventy years, after the end of seventy 
years Tyre shall sing as an harlot She shall turn 
to her hire, and shall commit fornication" (or join 
in idolatry) " with all the kingdoms of the world" 

The complete disappearance of Tyre from the 
face of the earth, and the present condition of the 
site on which the city stood, is thus described by 
the prophet Ezekiel (xxvi 5) : — 

'' I am against thee, O Tyrus, and will cause 
many nations to come up against thee^ and they 
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shall destroy the walls of Tyrus^ and beat down 
her towers. I will scrape her dust from her, and 
make her like the top of a rock. It shall be a 
place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the 
sea. Thou shalt be built no more, for I, the Lord, 
have spoken it. I will make thee a terror, and 
thou shalt be no more : though thou be sought for, 
yet shalt thou never be found agaia" 

"By the multitude of thy merchandize they 
have filled the midst of thee with violence, and 
thou hast sinned. Thou hast defiled thy sanctua- 
ries by the multitude of thine iniquities ; by the 
iniquity of thy traffic, therefore will I bring forth 
a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, 
and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth." 
'' I shall make thee a desolate city, like the cities 
that are not inhabited ; when I shall bring up the 
deep upon thee, and great waters shall cover thee." 



KDOM, MOAB, AMMON, JlRABUlSQ. 

Edom was a powerful nation. Its capital, Petra, 
was situated in a valley, between rocky mountains, 
cut out into temples and dwellings for the inhabit^ 
ants : it has been recently discovered by travellers. 
For ages it was unknown, and utterly desolate, a 
receptacle for beasts and birds of prey. The folr 
lowing are some of the prophecies concerning 
Edom : — 
'' I will stretch out mine hand upon Edom, and 
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will cut off man and beajst, and I will make it de- 
solate." (Ezekiel xxv. 14.) 

** Thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, 
that holdest the height of the hill, though thou 
shouldst make thy nest as high as the eagle, I 
will bring thee down thence, saith the Lord Edom 
shall be a desolation : every one that goeth by it 
shall be astonished. As in the Overthrow of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, saith the Lord, no man shall abide 
there, neither shall a son of man dwell in iV " It 
shall become a desolation, a reproach, a waste, and 
a curse ; and all the cities thereof shall be perpetual 
wastes." (Jer. xlix. 16, 18.) 

Moab and Ammon were populous countries east 
of Jordan. Their cities are now in ruins, and their 
land desolate, and full of salt hills and pits. Eze- 
kiel thus foretold their condition (xxv. 10) : — 

'* The Ammonites may not be remembered among 
the nations, and I will execute judgments upon 
Moab. I will make Rabbah," the capital, " a stable 
for camels, and the Ammonites a couching place for 
flocks ; and ye shall know that I am the Lord. I 
wiU deliver thee for a spoil to the heathen, and will 
cut thee off from the people, and I will cause thee 
to perish out of the countries. I will destroy thee.'' 

" Moab shall be as Sodom, and the children of 
Ammon as Oomorrah ; even the breeding of net- 
tles, and salt pits, and a perpetual desolation." 
(Zeph. ii 9.) 

Many tribes of Arabians have always regarded 
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themselyes as descended from Ishmael, the son of 
AbrahanL From the earliest ages they have been 
a numerous nation : their habits are well known, 
and have always been the sama Living in tents, 
roamii^ through the desert, constantly at war 
among themselves, and making incursions for the 
sake of spoU, they live by prey and rapine. Al- 
though often attacked by powerful nations and 
great armies, they have never been subdued. They 
ace thus described in prophecy :*— '' I will increase 
thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered 
for multitude. Isfamael shall be a wild man : his 
hand shall be against every man, and every man's 
hand against him : and he shall dwell in the midst 
of all his brethren." (Gea xvi 7, 10 ; xxL 18, 18.) 
What can be said against these prophecies ? Are 
they not plain and certain in their meaning ? Were 
they not fulfilled so precisely that the prophecies 
are an accurate description of the present condition 
of the great nations and cities of antiquity } — ^not of 
one or two countries, but of all the ancient king- 
doms of the world? It is impossible tiiat these 
prophecies could have been published after the 
events they foretell, for every one, in that case, 
would have known that they were forgeries. Sup- 
pose that a man were now to bring forth a writing 
purporting to have been composed by a bishop, 
five hundred years before the time of Queen Eliza- 
beth, and foretelling the destruction of the Spanish 
Armada, or the great fire in London, and asserting 
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that it was acknowledged and received as a pro- 
phecy by the English church and nation, from the 
time when it was said to have been written, down 
to the present year. It is plain that the attempt 
to impose such a writing as an ancient prophecy 
would be met with derision, and overthrown witii 
innumerable arguments. Men would say, how ab- 
surd to try and persuade us to believe in a pro- 
phecy which no one ever heard of, and which 
must have been known to the whole nation for 
ages, if it were genuine. If it was written and 
published to warn the people from their sins, and 
tell them the great events and judgments which 
were to happen to England and surrounding 
nations, how happens it that there should not be 
the least notice or mention of it in any writing, 
and that it should have been unknown up to 
the present time? Learned men would ask for 
the proof that it was written and published in the 
age ascribed to it, and nothing would convince 
them, but evidence of the fact, that it was received 
and acknowledged as a prophecy from that time 
down to the present Now this is precisely what 
must have taken place respecting the prophecies 
of holy Scripture, if they were impositions written 
after the events they purport to foretell It is of 
great importance to consider — 

First — ^That these are really the only written 
prophecies now existing with any claim to be re* 
gaided as a revelation from God. 
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Second — ^That they ate not a few dark and 
general gnesses, or conjectures ; but that they are a 
complete account of all the great kingdoms of the 
world connected with the religious history of man- 
kind : that they are contained in a book professing 
to be a revelation of the future by inspiration from 
God ; that they have the names of the authors, 
who were well known, and of the period when 
they lived. 

Third. — ^There is no account whatever of any 
disputation among the Jews respecting the gen- 
uineness of the prophecies, or of any of them 
having been brought forth after the death of the 
prophet to whom it was ascribed. The whole 
current of Jewish history declares that each pro- 
phecy was received by the priests and people from 
the prophet himself; and that the whole collection 
of sacred writings, as we now have them in the 
Bible, were put together by Ezra, five hundred 
years before Christ. 

Fourth. — ^The prophecies have no trace of being 
written to gratify the religious, or national preju- 
dices of the Jews. They contain accounts of the 
prevalence af the greatest wickedness, and even 
idolatry, not only among the people, but the priests 
and kings, with denunciations of the Divine wrath 
and judgments upon the nation ; so that the pro- 
phets must have been objects of universal hatred 
and indignation, and were no doubt, as history re- 
lates, persecuted and slain^ as enemies of theii: 



96 GEORGE BLACKBVBN. 

country. It is plainly impossible that prophecies 
of this description, if they ^ere impositions brought 
forth after the time when the prophets lived, could 
ever have been received by the nation which would 
have had so deep an interest in discrediting thent 

Fifth. — ^It was a most remarkable providence of 
God to establish the genuineness of the prophecies, 
and prevent the people from being able to deny 
them, that the prophets were not only remarkable 
and well-known men, but that they accompanied 
their prophecies with various emblematic actions^ 
which called the attention of the people to their 
predictions, and rendered it impossible afterwards 
to deny the time when they had been delivered, 
since the actions which accompanied them were 
memorials that could not be disputed. Thus, 
Jeremiah tells us that he was seized by the priests, 
and dragged before the princes, for denounctug 
judgments upon the nations, and that he was 
beaten and imprisoned, after being examined be- 
fore the king. By emblematic actions with his 
girdle (xiiL 1), with a potter's vessel, broken bo- 
fore the elders and priests (xix. 1), and by wear- 
ing bonds, and a yoke upon his neck, in the s^ht 
of the people, he exhibited public memorials of hi» 
prophecy of the destruction of Jerusalem, and of 
the captivity of the Jews. Similar memorials an 
mentioned, chs. xxxiL 7, xxxv. 3, xxxvi 2, xliii 9, 
IL 63. In the same manner Isaiah states that he 
took faithful witnesses) and a chief priest^ to reooid 
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publicly his prophecy, and that he gave to his son 
the name of " hasten to take the spoil," as a me- 
morial of his prophecy of the conquests of the 
king of Assyria. (Gh. viiL 2.) For three years he 
walked naked and barefoot^ as a type of the naked- 
ness of those who would be led away captive. (Gh. 
XJL iii) So also Ezekiel, inr the presence of the 
people, made a model of Jerusalem, and built a 
mound and a castle before it, for a sign to the 
house of Israel of the siege it would have to sufTer 
from Nebuchadnezzar. He ate defiled bread for 
many days, before the people, to show that the 
Jews would do the same among the Gentiles. (Gh. 
iy. 2, 13.) He cut off his hair, as a sign of the 
approaching desolaticm. (Gh. v. 1.) He made him^ 
self a chain (vii 28), and when his wife died he 
made no mourning, for a sign to the people of their 
bondage, and that they should not be able to mourn 
for the death of their wives and children. (Gh. 
xxiv. 6, 20.) We see that it was a common prac- 
tice of the prophets thus to set up public memo- 
rials of their prophecies, which the people woxdd 
observe and recollect after the fulfilment of the 
predictions. Now, nothing ccm be plainer than 
that men fabricating pretended prophecies would 
never do anything of this sort, for if they did they 
would only expose their own imposition. Men 
would say, these writings tell us that the prophets 
of whom they speak, were tried, imprisoned, put to 
death for thdr prophecies, and that they had them 

H 
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inserted in the public records, and exhibited before 
all the people public signs and memorials to attest 
their prophecies ; but aU this is a pure invention, 
for no one ever heard of such occurrences, and no 
evidence whatever of them can be found. 

I am persuaded that these five considerations will 
satisfy every candid enquirer into the truth of the 
prophecies. Let it be also remembered that 
among such a number of remarkable and most 
imlikely predictions, there is not one which is 
contradicted by the event ; let it also be borne in 
mind that the prophets write what would bring 
down upon their heads the hatred and indignation 
of aU their countrymen, and that the only design 
or object which we can discover in their writings, 
is to lead the people to repent of their sins, and to 
persuade them to worship and obey Otod in the 
spirit of holiness, and in the exercise of aU moral 
virtues. I cannot see what additional evidence we 
could have of the genuineness of the prophecies : 
but suppose that they were not written by the pro- 
phets, but by some unknown persons, between the 
time of the Babylonish captivity and their being 
translated into the Greek version of the Septua- 
gint, about 300 years before Christ. Although 
such a supposition is almost an impossibility, for 
why should men compose false prophecies, so de- 
grading and injurious to themselves and to their 
nation ? and how could their prophecies, by any 
possibility, be received as true, when eveiy Jew 
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would know that they were false, and would hate 
them as an insult and libel upon his nation ? Still, 
if we were even to admit such a supposition, it 
would, in reality, leave the unbeliever in the same 
inexplicable diflSculty as before, for what can he 
say of the prophecies respecting the events which 
took place in the time of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and in every succeeding age ? He must remember 
that even the prophecies of the ancient kingdoms 
reach far beyond the time of Christ, and describe 
the present state of cities and countries with the 
utmost precision. It is well known that the 
Jewish people were thoroughly acquainted with 
their prophecies, in the time of Christ ; how, then, 
could it be possible that these prophecies, if they 
were false, should so exactly agree, in every par- 
ticular, with the events concerning the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thus confirm His truth, in direct oppo- 
sition to the wishes and expectations of the Jews 
themselves, by whom they were preserved as genu- 
ine, and divinely inspired ? StiU more, how can 
prophecies, which we are certain existed hundreds 
of years before Christ, describe the progress of His 
religion, the great events which have taken place 
since His time, and the present condition of the 
world ? Let any impartial man consider the won- 
derful manner in which the prophecies have been, 
and are, even now, accomplished, and I am per- 
suaded he wiU confess that nothing but the fore- 
knowledge of God could have enabled the prophets 
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80 folly, and so precisely, to foretell events occur- 
iug above a thousand years after their death. No 
unbelief can resist such evidence, if it be fairly 
considered. This is the evidence which Provi- 
dence itself furnishes to our understandings, and 
wilfully to neglect it is to incur great loss and 
great danger. Let us now, then, consider the pro- 
phecies concerning the Lord Jesus Christy and 
events from His time down to the end of the 
world. 



FBOPHECIES DESCBTBING THE LOBD JESUS CHBIST. 

The great object of the Old Testament' was to make 
known the promised Sedeemer of mankind. The 
whole of the religious rites and worship of the 
Jews were foreshadows of the manner in which He 
would give Himself to die, as a sacrifice for the 
sins of the world ; and many of the events which 
occurred in the sacred history, were types of the 
great deliverance and salvation He would accom- 
plish ; but the providence of God revealed Him in 
a clearer and faUer manner, by a great number of 
prophetic declarations respecting His life, which, 
taken together, supply nearly as complete a his- 
tory as that written in the Gospels by eye-wit- 
nesses of His actions. 

That nothing might be omitted to prepare the 
people to receive the Bedeemer, it was foretold 
that God would send, to prepare His way before 



6E0BGE BLACKBUBN. 101 

Him, a prophet, like Elijah, preaching in the wil- 
derness, to turn the hearts of the people, and 
make them ready to receive the Lord, suddenly 
coming to His templa (Malachi iii 1, iv. 6 ; Isai 
xL 3.) This prophecy was fulfilled by John the 
Baptist. 

The prophecies, in many places, declared that 
the Christ should be bom in the family of David. 
"The liord would raise unto David a righteous 
branch, and a king should reign, and prosper, and 
execute judgment and justice in the earth, and His 
name should be called the Lord our Righteousness." 
(Jer. xxiii 56 ; Isai. xi 1.) He should be bom in 
the town of Bethlehem. (Micah v. 2.) The time of 
His birth was foretold by Daniel (ix. 25.) From 
the order for the re-building of Jerusalem to the 
coming of the Messiah, or Christ the prince, should 
be sixty-eight sevens, or weeks : that is 476 years. 
According to aU ancient historians, the order to 
re-build Jemsalem, after its destruction by Nebu* 
chadnezzar, was given by the Bang of Persia about 
that number of years before the birth of Christ 
We know, from Tacitus and other writers, that 
there was a general expectation, not only among 
the Jews, but in all the eastern nations, that " One 
should at that time be bom in Judea who would 
obtain dominion over the world." 

That He should be bom as a child, and son of 
man, yet should be the Son of Grod, was thus for- 
told by Isaiah (vii 14) : " A virgin shall conceive, 



102 OEOBGE BLACKBURN. 

and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel," 
or God with us. And again (ix. 6), " Unto us a 
child is bom, unto us a son is given : and the 
govemment shall be upon His shoulder : and His 
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace." The Desire of all Nations should come 
and fill the second temple with glory, greater than 
the glory of the first temple. (Haggai ii 7, 9.) 

The character of the Bedeemer is thus described : 
'' He shall feed His flock like a shepherd, He shall 
gather the lambs with His arm, and carry them in 
His bosom, and shall gently lead those that are 
with young." (Isai xL 11.) " The Lord will set up 
one Shepherd over them, and He shall feed them : 
even His servant David :" " A Prince among 
them :" " And will make a covenant of peace with 
them" (Ezek. xxxiv. 23.) " With righteousness 
shall He judge the poor, and reprove with equity 
for the meek of the eartk" (IsaLxi4.) "A bruised 
reed shall He not break, and the smoking flax shall 
He not quench." (Isai xlii 3.) 

" The eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall 
the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of 
the dumb sing." (Isai xxxv. 6.) " I, the Lord, will 
give Thee for a covenant of the people, for a light 
of the Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, to bring 
out the prisoners from the prison, and them that 
sit in darkness, out of the prison house." (xlii 7.) 
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The prophets appear directly to contradict each 
other. Some predictions describe the Christ as 
ineek, gentle, poor and weak ; others, as breaking 
his enemies like a potter's vessel, and slaying the 
wicked with the breath of his lips. He is described 
as sitting upon the throne of his fietther David, 
ruling aU nations in righteousness, and at the same 
time as rejected, imprisoned, tortured, and put to 
deatL Such apposite predictions would appear 
to destroy the credit of the prophecies before their 
fulfilment, but in the suffering, dying, yet reigning 
Jesus, worshipped by the nations of the earth, we 
see the apparant contradictions reconciled, and a 
conclusive evidence of the divine inspiration of 
prophecy. For first, nothing is more unlikely than 
that any pretended prophets of the Jews would 
lead the nation to look forward to a great Prince 
and Saviour, and describe him as rejected, reviled, 
cast out^ despised and slain. 

Secondly. It is quite inconceivable that the priests 
and people would receive prophecies so apparently 
contradictory to each other, and foretelling that 
their nation would be guilty of such a dreadful sin 
as that of rejecting and killing the Prince and 
Saviour who should be sent to them by God, unless 
they were compelled to accept these predictions 
from the general conviction that they were written 
by inspired prophets. This consideration is quite 
conclusive to prove thegenuineness of theprophecies. 
Let us see how fuU are the predictions of the 
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Sedeemei^s sufferings, and expiatory death, and at 
the same time how plain are the prophetic descrip- 
tions of His kingdom. 

" He is despised and rejected of men : a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief : and we hid, as 
it were, our faces from him : he was despised, and 
we esteemed him not. He was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities." 
He should be chastised with a stick. "The chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon him ; and with 
his stripes we are healed." He should receive 
bruises and wounds. ''It pleased the Lord to 
bruise him: he hath put him to grief." (Isaiah 
liii 3, 6, 10.) "They shall smite the Judge of 
Israel with a rod upon the cheek." (Micah v. 1.) 
" He should give his back to the smiters, and his 
cheeks to them that plucked off the hair, and he 
would not hide his face from shame and spitting." 
(Isaiah L 6.) "Many were astonished at thee; 
his visage was so marred more than any man, and 
his form than the sons of men." (Isaiah lii 14.) 

" The kings of the earth set themselves, and the 
rulers take counsel together against the Lord, and 
against his anointed," or his Christ (Psalm ii 2.) 
" They weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver, 
and the Lord said unto me, cast it imto the potter ; 
a goodly price that I was prized at of them." 
(Zee xi 13.) He should be put in prison and 
brought out to judgment *' He was taken from 
prison, and from judgment" " He was oppressed, 
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and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth. 
He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth 
not his mouth." (Isaiah liii 7, 8.) 

He should be hated, derided, and reviled. "I 
am a reproach of men, and despised of the peopla 
All they that see me laugh me to scorn, they shake 
the head, sajdng, ' he trusted on the Lord that he 
would deliver him ; let him deliver him, seeing he 
delighted in him.* " " They gaped upon him with 
their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. I 
am poured out like water, and all my bones are out 
of joint : my heart is like wax : my strength is 
dried up like a potcherd ; and my tongue cleaveth 
to my jaws ; and thou hast brought me into the 
dust of death. For dogs (or the heathen), have 
encompassed me : the assembly of the wicked have 
enclosed me : they pierced my hands and my feet. 
I may teU aU my bones : they look and stare upon 
me. They part my garments among them, and 
cast lots upon my vesture. They gave me also gall 
for my meat, and in my thirst they gave me vinegar 
to drink." (Psahn xxii 8—18 ; Ixix. 21.) 

He should be numbered with criminals and 
buried with the rich. " He was cut off out of the 
land of the living. He made his grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death because he 
had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his 
mouth. He was numbered with the transgressors." 
(Isaiah liiL 9, 12.) 
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How surprising that the writers who thus describe 
the degradation, sufferings, and death of the Christ, 
should mingle with this description positive decla- 
rations of his reigning as a King in righteousness. 

Daniel, who foretold that the Messiah, or Christ, 
should be cut off, says, " the Ancient of Days," or 
the Eternal gave to "the Son of man dominion, 
and glory and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages should serve him. His dominion is 
an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away^ and his kingdom that which shaU not be 
destroyed." (vii 14, 27 ; ii 44, 45.) " Of the in- 
crease of his government and peace there shall be 
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judg- 
ment and with justice from henceforth even for 
ever." (Isaiah ix. 7.) 

He should enter Jerusalem as her King having 
salvation, yet lowly and riding upon an ass. (Zee. 
ix. 9.) There are a great number of prophecies of 
the glory of the kingdom of Christ. The xi c. 
of Isaiah is a beautiful description of His dominion 
in peace and righteousness, when the wolf shall 
dwell with the lamb, and when they shall not hurt 
nor destroy in all His holy kingdom : for the earth 
shall be fuU of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea. Then Jew and Gentile shall 
be no longer separated, but be united together 
under His dominion. (Isaiah xi 10 ; Ix. 3.) The 
heathen should be his heritage and the utmost 
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parts of the earth His possession. (Psahn ii 8.) 
He shall "judge among the nations, and rebuke 
many people, and they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks : 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. (Isaiah ii 

The prophets explain with great clearness what 
might seem an incomprehensible providence of Grod 
in subjecting the anointed Prince and Shepherd, 
righteous, faithful, and true, (Isaiah xi 5 ; liii 9.) 
to suffer more than any of the sons of men. They 
tell us, that " he bore our griefe, and carried our 
sorrows." " He was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities, the chastisement 
of our peace was upon him ; and with his stripes 
we are healed. The Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us aU. For the transgression of my 
people was he stricken. Thou shalt make his soul 
an offering for sin. By his knowledge shall my 
righteous servant justify many ; for he shall bear 
their iniquities. He bare the sin of many and 
made intercession for the transgressors." (Isaiah 
Uii) 

Daniel says Messiah, or Christ the prince, shall 
*' be cut off, but not for himself" when Grod would 
"finish the transgression, make an end of sins, 
make reconciliation for iniquity, bring in everlast- 
ing righteousness, seal up the vision and prophecy, 
and anoint the Most Holy." (Dan. ix. 24, 26, 26.) 
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No one can deny that these prophecies are an 
exact account of the Lord Jesns Christ, but how 
came these Jewish writers to describe so fully and 
so accurately His most extraordinary life, so unlike 
that of any other man ! If they were not Divinely 
inspired, they must have written after the time of 
Christ, or He must have designedly fulfilled their 
predictions : but the first supposition is impossible, 
because these are not Christian, but Jewish pro- 
phecies, and it would be absurd to suppose that 
the Jews could be persuaded to receive, and place 
among their sacred Scriptures, without any notice 
or opposition, false prophecies, designed to persuade 
persons to believe in Jesus Christ, whom they had 
rejected and slain. It would be as easy now for 
Christians to prevail upon the Jewish priests and 
people to receive pretended prophecies relating to 
the Lord Jesus, as it was in any former age ; but 
every one must see that such an attempt would be 
absurd. The prophecies in the Jewish Scriptures 
concerning Christ, cannot be doubted ; are w& then 
to suppose that Jesus Christy seeing these predic- 
tions in the writings of the prophets, undertook to 
live in accordance with them, and that they were 
in this way fulfilled ? If the predictions spoke only 
of the success and dominion of the Christ, this 
might have been the case ; but it is not conceiva- 
ble that any human being should undertake to 
fulfil predictions of enduring ignominy, persecu- 
tion, torture, and a cruel death. It is, therefore, 



OEOBGE BLAGKBUfiN. 109 

absolutely impossible to explam away the prophe- 
cies concerning Ghiist The more deeply ihey are 
considered, the more certain becomes the convic- 
tion, that they foretell the marvelloas life, cha- 
racter, and death of the Lord Jesus, and the Divine 
kingdom established by Him in the hearts of men, 
and that, to foretell these great truths, they must 
have been inspired by Grod ; and, therefore^ that 
Christy of whom they prophecied, must be sent 
from God, and His Gk)spel must be trua 



PBOPHECIES OF THE PEBSECUTION OF CHEISTIANS, 
AND THE PBEVAIiENOE OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 

No well-informed person will deny that the writ- 
ings of the New Testament were well known within 
a century after the death of Christ This is proved 
by the ancient manuscripts, of which so many thous- 
ands are still existing, and by the quotations from 
the Gospels and Epistles, which are found in the 
writings of early Christian authors, and which are so 
numerous that, if the New Testament were lost, near- 
ly every verse of it could be found in some one or 
other of the. primitive Christian writers. Now, if 
we find in the New Testament prophecies of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, or of His apostles, which were 
accomplished in succeeding ages, or are fulfilled at 
the present tirne^ we must feel certain that they 
were inspired, and that, therefore, the Gospel is a 
truth from God. 
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The most unlikely thing which the Lord Jesus 
could foretell, would have been that aU the king- 
doms of the world should receive the Gospel, and 
believe in Him, as Gk)d and Saviour; and the 
most effectual way to prevent the fulfilment of 
that prediction, was by telling His disciples that 
they should be persecuted to death, just as He 
was. We shall, however, see that the Lord did 
very clearly announce to His apostles that they 
should be hated by all men, and be given up into 
their hands, to torture and slay them : and that, 
notwithstanding the united efforts of Jews and 
heathens, the kingdom of Christ would fill the 
eartL If the Gospel had been a human scheme, 
to procure reputation, wealth, or power for its 
author, no doubt earthly advantages would have 
been held out to induce men to join it. But the 
Lord Jesus repelled from Him all who were not 
prepared to prove their sincerity by sacrificing 
every human enjoyment, and life itself, from at- 
tachment to Himself, and zeal for the truth. Thus 
the testimony of every disciple of Jesus attained 
the highest credibility ; each one could affirm that 
in preaching Christ, he suffered the loss of all 
things, and bore the cross in a life of persecution, 
with the expectation of bonds and death constantly 
before him. His condition was the proof of his 
sincerity. He could not be mistaken, for he testi- 
fied to what he had seen and known: he could 
not be a deceiver, for he sacrificed life for the 
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truths wMch he preacheA This providential dis- 
position, joining persecution to the profession of 
the Qospel by the apostles and first preachers, was 
no doubt designed to render their sincerity unim- 
peachable, and so to afford us grounds for the 
most perfect confidence in their truth 

Our Lord told His disciples that the Jews would 
deliver them up to be afflicted, and would kill 
thenL They should be hated of aU nations for 
His name's sake : they should be brought before 
rulers, kings, and councils ; be persecuted, beaten, 
and cast into prisons. Their nearest relatives 
would deliver them up to be put to death, and 
they would think that they were doing God ser- 
vice in killing them. (Mark xiii 9, 11 ; Luke xxi. 
12, 15.) 

In the'prophetic history of the Christian Church, 
written by St. John in the book of Eevelation, it 
was foretold that the blood of the saints of Jesus 
would be shed until the earth should be full of it ; 
and the church, or believers in Christ, should, for 
many ages, be persecuted, and live in affliction, 
(xvii ; xviii 24.) 

The prophet Daniel also foretold that the saints 
of the Most High, in the Messiah's kingdom, should 
be given into the hands of persecutors, who would 
wear them out with suffering, (vii 20.) 

At a time when there was no prospect whatever 
of the success of the Gospel, and when the few 
followers of Christ were expecting that their Mas- 
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ter would be put to death by His enemies, whom 
they were utterly powerless to resist, and by whom, 
according to His predictions^ they themselves 
would be persecuted and slain, the Bedeemer fore- 
told the growth and establishment of His kingdom, 
in language of calm certainty. He told them that 
it would be as a little seed growing into a great 
tree, or a little leaven leavening the whole lump, 
or the whole human race. He speaks of all men 
being drawn to Him after His crucifixion, and that 
all nations should be made His disciples, through 
the preaching of the Gh)speL (Matt, xxviii 19 ; 
xiii 33 ; John xiL 32.) 

The prophets contain very many predictions 
describing the kingdom of Christ. Jeremiah says 
(xziiL 6), " Behold the days come, saith the Lord, 
that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, 
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall 
execute judgment and justice in the earth, and 
this is His name whereby He shall be called, the 
Lord our Bighteousness.'* 

Isaiah thus describes Christ's kingdom (ix. 6) : 
'* Unto us a Child is bom, imto us a Son is given, 
and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 
and His name shall be called Wonderful, Conor 
sellor, the Mighty Grod, the Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon 
the throne of David and upon His kingdom, to 
order it aod to establiah it with judgment and 
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with justice, from henceforth even for ever." The 
11th chapter of Isaiah is a full description of the 
holy and spiritual kingdom of Christ, both over 
Jews and Gentiles. It is a wonderful picture of 
the power and influence of the dominion of Christ 
in the hearts of His people, and of the blessed 
condition of the world when all nations shall have 
become obedient to the GospeL 

But of all the prophecies none is more plain or 
precise than that of Daniel, who distinctly states 
that, in the time of the fourth empire of the world, 
or the Boman empire, God would set up a kingdom, 
which would be like a stone, cut out of the moun- 
tain without hands, and growing until it became a 
great mountain, filling the whole earth : it should 
never be destroyed. And he would give unto the 
Son of man '' dominion and glory^ and a kmgdom, 
that all people, and nations, and languages should 
serve Him." The kingdom " should be given to 
the saints of the Most High, and all dominions 
should serve and obey Him.'' (ii 45 ; vii. ] 3, 14, 27.) 

Compare these predictions, given at a time when 
their fulfilment seemed impossible, with the present' 
state of the world, and what do we see ? Jesus, 
the despised and crucified Jew, now reigns over 
above two hundred millions of the most civilized 
of the human race, as their Lord and Saviour, 
adored with deepest reverence as God over all 
blessed for evermore, manifested in the flesh for 
their redemption. It is true, that many of His 

I 
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worshippers grievously misapprehend His pvat 
and spiritual service, and corrupt it with sii{)er* 
stitious rites and fia,bles ; and it is equally true, that 
still more contradict, in their Uves, the moral law 
of holiness and love enjoined in the Grospel : but 
Jesus stands before the minds of men, separale 
from sinners, and reigning in righteousness as well 
as mercy. The unworthiness of many who call 
Hirn Lord, can never be imputed to Him who is 
the fountain of holiness, purifying every heiurt 
which receives Him. The great cause of the cor- 
ruption of religion, and unworthiness of professii^ 
Christians, is their ignorance of the Gospel, and 
their not taking Christ into their hearts, to live 
under His influence, which diffuses pure virtue and 
devotion. But the fact is certain, that the highest 
and purest human intelligence always delights to 
acknowledge Jesus, as Lord of life, and to look to 
His Gospel, as the great power of God for every 
good to maa Year by year his dominion extends, 
not by power of the sword, or deception of prieists, 
but from conviction of His truth in the most en- 
lightened minds ; while Mahometanism, heathens- 
ism, and infideUty are sinking before the bright* 
ness of His coming to establish His kingdom, in 
the exercise of its full power, to save from sin and 
misery the whole human raca How many thou- 
sands are there, at this moment, of pure and 
generous hearts devoted to the Lord Jesus, and His 
service of love and beneficence to mankind, from 
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no other motive than the deep conviction in their 
fiotds that He is the Son of Grod, the Saviour of the 
world ? Never were the churches of Christ ani- 
mated with such zeal and devotion, sending forth 
missionaries to every tribe and nation, to win souls 
for their Lord and Master. Never was there a 
time when the Gospd exercised so much influence 
among kings and governments. The public mind, 
imbued with Christian feeling and principle, is 
awakening to the social blessings of taldng the 
Lord Jesus for their King, by carrying out His 
principle of love for the poor, of peace, and of 
devotion, in place of war and contention, and un- 
godliness. The dominion of the Destroyer has 
filled the world with misery ; selfishness, sensuality, 
and the love of power, have set man against his 
brother, and the govei*nment of the Loid Jesus is 
gaining the ascendancy, through the spreading of 
the blessings which it provides. Now, how could 
Daniel, a captive Jew, in Babylon, five himdred 
years before the birth of Jesus, distinctly foretell that 
One, who should be called the Prince, the Messiah, 
or Christ, the Son of Man, should come into the 
world ; that He should finish transgression, make 
an end of sins, make reconciliation for iniquily, 
bring in everlasting righteousness, and complete 
the prophecies ; that He should be cut oflf, but not 
for Himself ; that the city of Jerusalem, and the 
sanctuary, should be destroyed and desolate, until 
the consummation ; that God would give to the 
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Son of man, and to the saints, a kingdom, and 
dominion over all nations and people, which 
should be an everlasting kingdom, and all domi* 
nions should serve Him ? (ix. 24 — 27 ; viL 14, 28.) 
Surely, no one can doubt the meaning, or fulfilment, 
of this prophecy, which so fully and distinctly de- 
scribes the Lord Jesus Christ. It is impossible to 
conceive how any prophecy could be more conclu- 
sive, or better guarded against doubt or misconcep- 
tion. It is so plain, that the Jewish rabbles, while 
unable to exclude it from their Scriptures, would 
hide it from the people, knowing that they could 
not fail to see how clearly it described the Lord 
Jesus Christ This one prophecy establishes the 
inspiration and truth of the Gospel ; but it is only 
a single prediction out of the great body of pro- 
phecies, which foretell the history of the world in 
connection with religion tiU the end of time. Why 
should any man disbelieve this sure word of pro- 
phecy, by which God confirms the Gospel of love 
and mercy ? It is a mournful thing that men so 
credulous, willingly enduring the bodily suffering, 
self-denial, labours, and even cruelty enjoined by 
unreasonable and immoral superstitions, should 
evince such a heart of unbelief toward the revela- 
tion of holiness and redemption, confirmed by 
every possible evidence of its truth ! 

THB F0T7B GBEAT EMPIBBS OF THE WOBLD. 

Fob many hundred years the only civilized nations 
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of the earth were the inhabitants of Asia, Egypt, 
and Greece. The remaining countries were a com- 
parison with them as the tribes of Africa, Mada- 
gascar, or India are now in respect of the kingdoms 
of Europe. The four great empires of Babylon, 
Persia, Greece, and Some, possessed, in succession, 
nearly all the civilized countries in the world. 
Judea was one of their subject kingdoms, and by 
three of them Jerusalem was besieged and taken. 
They sought to put an end to the worship of the 
one true God by destroying the temple of the 
Jews, so that their wars were the attempts of 
idolatry to extinguish the knowledge of God from 
the face of the earth. In the prophecies they are 
always regarded as the enemies of the Lord, and 
corrupters of mankind, permitted to afHict His 
people for the punishment and chastisement of 
their sins. The judgment of God is at the same 
time denounced upon themselves for their wicked- 
ness and cruelty, for rejecting the true God made 
known to them by the Jews scattered throughout 
their towns and cities, and for persevering in the 
corruptions of idolatry, and in persecuting the 
worshippers of the living God. 

Nebuchadnezzar established the dominion of 
Babylon, subduing Egypt, Syria, Phoenicia, Juda, 
and ruling from India to the Mediterranean. He 
collected the wealth of the conquered kingdoms 
and the most skilful artificers in Babylon, which 
he rendered the strongest and most magnificent 
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city in the world. The " Great Babylon," whidi 
he had built was besieged and taken by CyruB» 
king of Persia and Media, about twenty-thiee 
years after the death of Nebuchadnezzar, and five 
hundred and fifly-nine years before Christ The 
Persian Empire was inferior to that of Babylon in 
wealth, and was overthrown by Alexander the 
Great, who founded the third or Grecian Empire^ 
about three hundred and twenty-five years before 
Christ, having subdued all the kingdoms of the 
Persian Empire in Europe, Asia, and Africa^ 
within the short space of eight years. After his 
death the provinces of his Empire were divided 
into four kingdoms by his principal generals. The 
fourth Empire was that of Borne, which was 
stronger, and continued for a much longer time 
than any of the preceding Empires. It brake in 
pieces and subdued all the kingdoms of the world, 
depriving them of their national laws and forms of 
government, and reducing them into the form of 
provinces. 

The prophet Daniel very plainly describes these 
four empires under two prophetic representations. 
The first was a great image of a human figure, the 
head of gold, the breast and arms of silver, the 
belly and thighs of brass, and the 1^ of iron. 
The second representation was of four emblematic 
animals, like those now used in heraldry to denote 
kings, families, and nations. The first was a lion 
with eagle's wiogs, the second, a bear devouring 
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much flesh, the third a leopard with four wiags 
«l4 iom heads, the fourth was dreadful, terrible, 
and sljvong ei^ceedi^gly ; it had great iron teeth, it 
devom^d and brake in pieces and stamped the 
leaidue with the feet of it, and it had ten hprns. 
(Pm- it 81 ; vii 4.) 

We have the explanation of these two prophecies 
giyeo us by Daniel himseK. The golden head, in 
ifyei first image, corresponds with the winged lion 
of ^e second prophecy, and represents the Baby- 
lonian Empire of Nebuchadnezzar, distinguished 
for his magnificence and the rapidity qf his con- 
que3ts. The breast and arms of silver, and the 
bea^ describe the Persiaii Empire. The belly and . 
thighs of brass, and the leopard with four wings 
^od four heads represent the Grecian Empire of 
Ale^iander, the four wings describing his rapidity, 
and as the prophet himself states, the four 
hec^ denoting the division gf his empire after his 
4e(^th into four inferior kingdoms. The legs of 
jron and the great beast with iron teeth and ten 
]%onis denote the fourth or Boman Empire. A 
horn of gold worn upon the forehead was thQ 
^poient symbol of royalty, and is so still in 
Abyssinia and other countries. The ten horns on 
the head of the beast representing the Boman 
Empire denote, we are told, the divisions of that 
ISmpire into ten kingdoms, formed out of ita 
piovinoes, and eating to the present time. (Pm, 
U, 38 ; viii 8, 22.) 
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It is quite plain that these figurative representar 
tions of Daniel are as exact a description of the' 
history of the world from the reign of Nebuchad- 
nezzar as could be given by a writer at the present 
time. The events foretold could not be obstructed 
or promoted by the prophecy being so plain as to 
be understood before its fulfilment, and probably 
on that account the prophet gives us the explana- 
tion along with the prediction- We have therefote 
an unmistakeable prophecy presented to us, and 
the question to determine is, How could Daniel 
foreknow and foretell the history of the world 
from his time to the end of all time? There is 
every possible proof that he lived in the reign of 
Nebuchadnezzar, and it is absolutely certain that 
his prophecies were received by the Jews, and 
known for centuries before the birth of Christ 
How then could he describe so distinctly the 
Grecian and Soman Empires, and the division of 
the latter into the present European Kingdoms, 
which have been always about ten in number? 
Neither he nor the Jews had any interest in 
making this prediction, — ^there is no reason why he 
should have done so if he were only a deceiver, 
who pretended to be a prophet. If it be, as it is, 
a clear prediction of future events beyond the 
reach of guess or conjecture, then if we are to 
accept the only conclusion warranted by reason, 
we must admit that he was inspired to make 
known the future for the instruction of mankind, 
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and confirmation of the great revelation of the 
Divine Will in the Gospel. 



PROPHECY OP ANTICHRIST, CORRUPTING AND 
PERSECUTING THE CHURCH. 

The prophets, as we have seen, describe the pro- 
gress and idtimate prevalence of the Gospel or 
Kingdom of Christ, notwithstanding the persecu- 
tions suflfered by Christians. Their great object is 
to promote religion and confirm its truth by fore- 
telling those historical events and transactions of 
kings or governments, which have exercised em im- 
portant influence upon its progress. Their prophe- 
cies enable believers in Christ to look forward to 
the time when He shall reign in righteousness, and 
contemplating the predictions which have already 
been fulfilled, to feel a deep conviction of the 
divine inspiration of the sacred writers, and a fult 
assurance of the accomplishment of the prophecies 
respecting events which are stiU future. 

History shows that the Church, or faithful fol- 
lowers of Christ, not only endured heathen perse- 
cutions, but suflfered still more cruel, persevering, 
and systematic oppression and persecution from 
the Pope of Eome and the supporters of his 
dominioiL A great division among Christians in 
which nearly the whole number would adopt a 
system of religion and form of government entirely 
different from the teaching of Christ and th^ 
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Apostles^ and would persecute to death tkoef^ who 
should abide in the true faith and wonihip taught 
by the Grospel, could not be omitted in a prophetic 
history of the religion and people of Christ Su,ch 
information would be necessary to prepare them 
for their trials, and to sustain their faith while 
given up into the hands of persecutors^ employing 
for their destruction the power of all the idogdoms 
of the earth. 

Let us now see whether the setting up of ajot 
apostate power corrupting the laws and doctrines of 
the Gospel, and dreadfully persecuting the ime 
worshippers of God, is not plainly foretold in 
prophecies distinctly describing the character and 
history of the Bonush Church and power, and 
written many centuries before the origin of the 
Papacy. 

The prophet Daniel foretold that the Boman 
Empire should be divided into ten kingdoms, and 
that a little kingdom, differing from the others, 
should rise up in the midst of them* The prophot 
thus describes this little kingdom : — 

First. — ^It should have ^' a mouth speaking great 
things/' and blasphemies, and should " spei^ great 
words against the Most High, and think to change 
times and laws," or the ordinances and precepts of 
religion. (Dan. vii 24, 26.) 

Sb Paul foretold that there should be a great 
"falling away," or departure from the true £aith 
wd worship. " The Spirit apeaketh expresaly that 
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in the latter times some should depart from the 
(oith* giving heed to sedueing spirits and doctrinea 
of devils/' and that "a man of sin should faa 
revealed, the son of perdition, who should oppose 
and exalt himself above all that is called God, so 
that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shew- 
ing himself that he is God." (2 Thess. ii 3 ; 1 Tim« 
iv. 1.) These words are a plain description of the 
Bishop or Pope of Home in the seventh century, 
assiuning to be the Vicar of Christ upon earth, 
with infallible power to loose and bind the sins of 
men, and to give laws and articles of faith with 
divine authority. 

Second. — This false or apostate church and 
power would be introduced and supported " after 
the working of Satan, with all power and signs 
and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of 
unrighteousness,'' deceiving many imder '' a strong 
delusion that they should believe a lie." They 
should ''speak lies in hypocrisy; having their 
conscience seared with a hot iron." (2 Thess. ii 
9 — 11 ; Tim. iv. 2.) Nothing can more clearly 
describe the deception constantly practised by the 
Ohurch of Bome, persuading the people to believe 
in the Pope and his false teaching, by lying signs 
and wonders, or pretended miracles, often of the 
grossest and most impious description 

Third. — Paul describes the false teaching of the 
Bomish Church, warning Christians that in the 
latter times men "would depart from the &ith, 
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giving heed to doctrines of devils (or demons, that 
is the souls of dead men), forbidding to many and 
commanding to abstain from meats." He also 
cautions them against being beguiled into departing 
fix)m Christ to worship angels and to follow fables 
and superstitious forms. (1 Tim. iv. 1 ; CoL ii. 
16—19.) 

FourtL — ^The distinguishing character of the 
church of the Pope was the constant practice of 
persecuting, and destroying by torture and fire, all 
who refused to worship the saints and Virgin 
Mary, or to observe idolatrous masses, and other 
Bomish corruptions of religion. Many millions 
have been thus destroyed, and for several ages the 
Lord's people were a scattered remnant, given into 
the hands of the Pope to consume them, and wear 
them out, compelling them to dwell in deserts or 
hiding-places, to escape destruction. Daniel pro- 
phecied that " He should wear out the saints of the 
Most High," and they should " be given into his 
hand, until a time, and times, and the dividing of 
a time" (or three years and a half — equal to forty- 
two months, or 1260 days). Daniel viL 24, 25. 

St. John foretold that the witnesses of the Lord, 
or preachers of the true Grospel, should be clothed 
in sackcloth, and be persecuted and slain, during 
1260 days, and the Church be preserved in the 
wilderness, from the destroyer, for three times and 
a hall (Bev. xi 3, 7 ; xii 6, 14.) The persecuting 
power should command all who would not adore 
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him, or receive liis mark to be slain. (Bev. xiiL 15.) 
He would make war with aU who keep the com- 
mandments of God and the testimony of Jesus 
Christ. (Eev. xii 6, 14, 17.) He would be drunk 
with the blood of the saints, and continue for 
forty-two months, speaking great things and blas- 
phemies, doing great wonders, and deceiving them 
that dwell on the earth; having power over aU 
tongues and nations, and making war with the 
saints. (Bev. xvii 6 ; xiiL 5.) 

FiftL — ^The end of the persecution of the Lord's 
people, and the overthrow of the Papal church 
and power are thus described. Daniel foretold 
that after thinking to change the Divine laws, and 
wearing out the saints during the period of 1260 
years, in which they should be given into his 
power, " the judgment should sit, and they should 
take away his dominion, to consume it and to 
destroy it unto the end ; and the kingdom, and 
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under 
the whole heaven, should be given to the people of 
the saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom ; and all dominions should 
serve and obey him." (vii 11, 26.) St. John foretells 
that the ten kingdoms, who with one mind gave 
up their strength and power to the Pope, to enable 
hiTTi to wear out and slay the saints of God, will 
turn against him, hate him, consume his flesh, or 
revenues and dominions, and make him '* naked 
and desolate." (Sev. xvii 16.) The seat of the 
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petsecuting power is said to be '' tbe great city, 
which reigned over all tiie kings of the earUi,'' 
when John wrote, ruling '''peoples, nations, and 
tongues,'* and which was built upon "seven hills." 
(Kev. rvii 18 ; xv. 9.) This description leaves no 
doubt that the prophiet speaks of Bome* for his 
words are strictly applicable to this city, and to 
no other that ever existed. 

Every considerate man must see that the pre* 
sent age is very remarkable in the history of reK* 
ligion, and it is a subject of great interest to 
inquire how far the events which are now taking 
place agree with the expectations which Christian 
commentators on the prophecies formed in former 
times. It will be found that nearly the whole of 
them agree in i^tating that the Papal church and 
kingdom should persecute Christians, and strive to 
suppress the Gtospel for a period of 1260 years ; 
at the end of which time the kings of the ten 
kingdoms formed out of the Soman empire would 
withdraw their support, and deprive the Pope<rf 
his power and kingdom. The date for the com* 
mencement of the Papal dominion, and of the 
period of 1260, is varwusly pven, from the year 
606 to 758, of which Hie former is the most gene^ 
rally adopted. A learned man, Robert Fleming, in 
a book published in 1701, calculating the origin 
of the Popish kingdom from the year 606, when 
the Pope was made supreme, or universal bishop, 
makes the two following statements. He says tbe 
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Ftetich king aftd inonarchy, which were always the 
gyeat snppoHiers of the Boman persecuting power, 
woBld be humbled about the year 1794 ; at which 
tittle, in fact, the IVench king was put to death, 
iaiid the monarchy abolished ; and that in 1848, a 
t)iyine judgment would fidl upon the seat of the 
Pope, and his authority be exceedingly weakened ; 
"which statement was realised in that year by the 
i6xpulsioil of the Pope from Eome. He adds, liiat 
liie Papacy would not be then completely de- 
^ttoyed, or cease to exist, but would gradually 
tiecay before the preaching of the Gospel, and ex- 
t^ision of true religion. 

Nearly aU the interpreters of the prophecies 
also agree in stating that the decline of the Otto- 
man, or Turkish empire and religion, would take 
]plac6 «,t the same time. R Fleming, in particular, 
Calculated that '" the Turkish monarchy would be 
totally destroyed between 1848 and 1900," which 
stat^aaent seems to be coiifirmed by present events. 

Now, the reader should remember that the pro- 
phecies Were thus understood 200 or 300 years 
ag6, when there was ,no probability of the events 
Which they were supposed to predict, ever taking 
^[^ac6. Without determining upon the correctness 
V)f each particular interpretation, the fact is abso- 
Ititely certain that Christian prophets 1800 yeatt 
Bgo, foietold exadtly the history of the corruptions 
land per8e6?utions of the Papal church, the long^ 
cobtinuM sufferings <tf true Christians, and tih^ 
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final overthrow of the anti-Christian kingdom, 
after 1260 years continuance. There can be no 
doubt of this fact, and it is sufficient by itself to 
prove the Divine inspiration of the Gospel, for 
how could the events of eighteen centuries be 
known to the apostles of Jesus Christ if they had 
not been divinely instructed what to write. We have 
already considered the great advantage to Christians 
of this general revelation of the triumph of Christ's 
kingdom after many ages of persecution ; but use- 
ful as it was for them, to arm them with patience 
and hope, it is even more so to us^ since in com- 
paring the prophecies with the providences of God, 
in the history of the church, we can see positive 
evidence of their being a Divine revelation, to es- 
tablish our faith in the GospeL What a beautiful 
and instructive study is here presented to our 
minds. We ask for a proof of the Divine origin 
and truth of the Gospel, and it is here set before 
us, in the plainest possible form. The miracle is 
submitted to the examination of every human 
mind, with the attestation of every corroborative 
testimony, and of the fact that, by the strength of 
its evidence, it has compelled thousands, in every 
age, who were incredulous, and opposed to the 
Gospel, to receive it as a Divine inspiration. No 
considerate mind can withstand the evidence of 
prophecy : one single genuine prediction is a suf- 
ficient proof of its truth ; but the whole body of 
the prophecies^ forming a complete history of fu- 
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tuie events marvellously fulfilled, leaves unbelief 
without excuse, and makes it nothing less than 
wilful rejection of Divine evidence and truth. 

These considerations may, perhaps, appear 
strange to those who have neglected the prophe- 
cies, and many may be still disposed to regard 
them with indiflference or contempt, as unworthy of 
their attention, even whUe their own hearts and lives 
may be given up to vain pursuits and studies : but 
the general conclusion from these prophecies is 
indisputable ; they describe the history of the 
Christian church for eighteen hundred years after 
the death of the prophets, plainly and faithfully, 
and nothing but Divine inspiration could have 
enabled them to do so. There is no possible es- 
cape from this conclusion; unbelievers cannot 
gainsay it, Christians can imagine no plaiaer or 
stronger evidence of the truth of the Gospel Let 
any objector collect all the pretended prophecies 
to be found in ancient and modern writings, and, 
in the midst of a mass of absurd impositions, he 
will not find a single prediction with any claim to 
be considered more than a human conjecture. The 
deception wiU be apparent in all of them, that 
have any object or design, and the rest will be 
found nothing better than dreams and supersti^ 
tions. It is the most difficult thing in the world 
to impose a false prophecy upon intelligent people ; 
there are so many ways of exposing it: hence, 
nearly all the attempts ever made to get credit for 
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a pretended prediction, failed at once, and the 
imposition was discovered. Now, if this be the 
case, as it certainly is, the prophecies of the holy 
Scriptures have the stronger claims to be regarded 
as written by Divine inspiration, since they have 
always been received by the whole Jewish nation 
with the strongest assurance of their being a reve- 
lation from God; and, after the most searching 
inquiry, by the most learned men, have been 
found to be not only without evidence of falsehood 
or deception, but to be confirmed by every possible 
proof of their truth and Divine character. — ^How 
came the Jews to produce such a complete system 
of predictions, embracing all ages and nations, and 
everywhere agreeing with the history of the various 
nations of mankind, and the condition of religion, 
when Hindoos, Egyptians, Greeks, and Somans, 
with their learned and powerful priesthoods, could 
only compose a few ambiguous and deceptive ora- 
cles ? All the writings of the Jews, except their 
sacred Scriptures, are filled with the childish fables 
and superstitions to which their rabbis were so 
excessively addicted. In knowledge and literature 
they were inferior to the learned men of other 
nations, by whom they were despised for their 
ignorance and superstition ; yet from among them 
proceeded that marvellous revelation of the future 
designs of Providence, not only wonderful for its 
prophetic truth, but for the sublime grandeur and 
spiritual purity of its religious teaching. 
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There is the intellectual miracle set before us. 
It addresses us thus : — Behold a revelation made 
to man, of a religion by which his soul can be en- 
lightened and saved, through a Divine Eedeemer ; 
borne witness to by innumerable clear and well- 
known predictions of every important event con- 
cerning himself and his religion, to the end of the 
world. If the date of these prophecies is certain, 
so that you can be sure they were written and 
known for centuries before the events which they 
predict, and if they were completely fulfilled, you 
have before you a revelation of the future which 
God alone could make known ; and, in all reason, 
you are bound, not only to receive it, but to re- 
ceive it with the humility and reverence with 
which you would regard a present manifestation 
of the miraculous power of God. 

Dear reader, it is no harm to the soul to have 
assured convictions to rest upon ; it does not make 
us less happy, or less secure against the tempta- 
tions and vices of the world, and the misery which 
foUows them. We always strive to make ourselves 
certain about anything which wiU do us good or 
harm ; we cannot bear to be in doubt, — uncertainty 
and apprehension are often more distressing than 
the evil we are afraid of It is the same in reli- 
gion. When a man can say, " I have carefully 
examined, and I have found out that the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ is true," he has got a great good 
for his soul, and it is his own fault if he does not 
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obtain and enjoy all the blessings of religion. 
Some men may think that it would be a great 
restraint upon their pleasure, to have constantly 
pressing upon their minds the fear of God and His 
judgments upon sin, and therefore have a great 
aversion to religion ; but not to think about our 
souls, and our condition in the sight of God, will 
not, in the least, help us to escape from the evils 
of sin, and the punishment of our wickedness in 
neglecting God, but will only increase our con- 
demnation, and make it more sure. There is no 
doubt that sin and vice are great evils ; we cannot 
commit a crime, or even neglect a duty, without 
doing harm to some one, and making ourselves 
more or less unhappy ; and if religion restrains us 
from injuring others, by doing them some wrong 
through our selfishness, or by coiTupting them 
through our vices, it certainly saves others from 
harm, and preserves ourselves from the miserable 
consciousness that we have wounded the hearts, 
and ruined the peace of some of our fellow-crea- 
tures. Religion is, then, most certainly, the great 
preservative against vice and wickedness ; and, 
though some may dislike its restraints, in their 
own hearts they must approve of it, and wished 
they lived under its influence and direction. 

I am sure it is the only power which can truly 
relieve and improve the condition of the poor, and 
of the working men of this and of every other 
country. K the rich fall into vice, or commit 
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sins, their punishment is indeed heavy, for the 
souls of aU men are alike naked in the sight of 
God, and exposed to His judgments and the arrows 
of a guilty conscience ; but they can hide their 
corruption and inward suffering under the appear- 
ance of luxury and enjoyment, while the vices of 
the poor bring them to speedy want and misery, 
from which there is often no escape or restoration. 
Ah, how much does the working man's home need 
the Gospel, to bless it and preserve it. The Lord 
Jesus Christ is exactly designed to be the house- 
hold Saviour of the labouring man's family. The 
influence of His. presence in their hearts is just 
what they need for daily life. The strong, genial, 
intimate attachment, which He not only permits, 
but strives in eveiy way to make us feel towards 
Him, is the holy and heavenly power to soften, to 
strengthen, and to purify hearts and spirits, worn 
by toil and sore trial of temptation through a hard 
cold world ; and to bind together husband, wife, 
and children, in the sympathy of Christian love, 
which lightens the clouds and sweetens the bitter- 
ness of Ufe's hardships and disappointments. 

I am not speaking to you, my brother, of things 
I know not of, but of the great reality of the soul, — 
the redeeming love of Jesus. Look at the con- 
science-stricken wretch, after a life of sensual 
Godless pleasure : look at the unbeliever, after 
long striving to persuade himself that he has no 
soul, dying at last in terror and despair ; and look 
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at those who love and serve the Lord Jesus, with 
souls hating all sin and uncleanliness, and filled 
with peace and glorious hope, and then say which 
is better — ^which is safer? I have shown you that 
unbelief is nothing better than absolute and per- 
fect ignorance and darkness, about all that is high 
and important connected with human existence : 
I have shown you that such a condition is unna- 
tural, and contrary to reason, and to all the works 
and changes which we see in things existing round 
us ; and I have shown you how fully and wonder- 
fully the Gospel supplies all the wants and desires 
of the human mind, particularly in the glorious 
Bedeemer, whom it reveals and presents to our 
hearts. I have also pointed out some of the plain 
and conclusive evidences which we have of the truth 
of the Christian religion. It remains, then, for each 
one of us to determine whether he is now rejecting, 
or will reject, the Lord Jesus Christ, in opposition to 
all the proofs of His truth, and to all the blessings 
of His GospeL We know, alas, that many men 
neglect what they know wiU do them good, or 
preserve them from evU, and live in vice, though 
they feel its degradation and misery ; let us not 
be equally unwise, in turning away from a loving 
Saviour, who seeks to deliver us from all our dis- 
tresses, and bless us with eternal peace. Let us 
not deceive ourselves with the thought that this 
world will make us happy. As sure as strength 
and youth end in the weakness and infirmities of 
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old age, so will the pleasures of this life end in 
disappointments to those who neglect their God 
and their souls. Think of your wives and chil- 
dren, and if you are keeping them away from 
Jesus, and His holy law and pardoning love, I 
beseech you to feel for them, and for their sakes 
to repent of neglect of God, which may bring upon 
you the awful judgment of destroying the souls of 
those who are dearest to you, and who have been 
entrusted to your care. My brother, our souls are 
undying and priceless : let us not cast them away. 
To be holy and devout ; to live worshipping God, 
and keeping His commandments, cannot, by any 
possibility, do us harm. It is impossible that, by 
loving and praying to our Creator we can offend 
Him ; and our own reason, and the Gospel, teach 
us that He will eternally bless us, if we love and 
obey Him as our Heavenly Father. The Lord 
Jesus Christ is merciful and loving, and able to 
save us to the uttermost : just the Bedeemer suited 
to our wants. Surely we are most unwise if we 
refuse the Gospel of life and blessedness, and its 
life of devotion and holiness, for a hopeless. God- 
less, unbelief. Let me then, once more, dear bro- 
ther, earnestly invite you to embrace religion, in 
the conviction that it is the safest and best for 
time and eternity. What matters it to us that 
there are so many hypocrites and ungodly pro- 
fessors of religion? Christ is true, though all 
men be liars. Let us be honest and sincere : we 
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have to do with the Searcher of Hearts. A selfish 
pretence of serving God, by going through religious 
forms, in the hope of pardon and blessing, when 
our hearts are unholy and (at from the Lord our 
Saviour, wiU avail us nothing. Beal religion is 
the life of a chlLd of God, doing his Heavenly 
Father^s will from love, because He first loved us, 
and gave us Jesus Christ to be the Saviour of our 
soula Every man, rich or poor, wise or ignorant^ 
can have Christ in his heart, and so enjoy paixion 
and peace. May you, dear reader, not cast away 
your precious soul, but be saved among the Lord's 
believing and redeemed people. Choose that good 
part, which will never be taken away from you. 
Come to Him who invites us all, that we may find 
peace to our souls. He casts out none, and millions 
rejoice in His salvation : come and join yourself 
to His people and to Himself, that you may be 
delivered from the burthen of sin, and enjoy the 
blessings of a Bedeemef s love for evermore. 



THE END. 
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